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Cheshire Smile Photo Contest
Below is an entry/ram Brian Line ofLe Court/er our Photo Contest; he has

entitled it ‘Refleetions on a Summer Afternoon‘. The theme ofour contest is

‘The Seasons‘. and any number of photos from one to five can be entered

during 1964. Scoring will be on a points basis. and the winner gets me

guineas. See our December 1963 issueforfuli regulations. For the sake of

your photos, be sure to put some cardboard strengthening in the envelopes

you send them in.
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a word from our

new Chairman

I gladly avail myself of the opportunity kindly afforded me by the Editor of the

‘Cheshire Smile’ to send greetings to all its readers on my taking up the

Chairmanship of the Foundation.

I have undertaken these onerous duties with considerable diffidence, well

knowing how hard-put I shall be to emulate the exalted standards ofmy

predecessors in that office, Lord Denning and Professor Cheshire.

But I do so with a high resolve to do all that lies within my limited power to

assist in making a real advance towards our worthy goal. Much has been done

in the past year, with three new Homes opened, and extensions to nine existing

Homes providing some sixty-six additional places for their residents.

The work involved has increased so greatly that no Chairman (however

zealously he is helped by the general body of Foundation Trustees) can himself

discharge it, unless he has considerable leisure, and that (obviously) I lack.

I rejoice in the knowledge that the Foundation will continue to profit by the

wisdom and ripe experience of Professor Cheshire as Vice—Chairman and by the

fact that Lord Sinclair has accepted the newly-created appointment of

Managing Trustee.

The need of help by, and sympathetic understanding of the chronically

afflicted remains great and urgent. Those of us who enjoy the boon of good

health would do well to pray, in the words of George Herbert —~

‘0 Thou, who hast given us so much, mercifully grant us one thing more — a

grateful heart’

and may those less fortunate find some solace in the outward-looking prayer of

St. Francis of Assisi —

‘O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to

console; to be understood, as to understand; to beloved, as to love’.

There is so much that all of us can, and should, do for each other. Let us seek

to do it in a spirit of true brotherhood and Christian dedication.

St. Swithin’s Day, 1964 Edmund Davies
   



The Editor

ted organizations and subjects? 

from outside the Foundation.

With each issue space would have to be

allotted for everything you felt warranted a

place in it. All the items would have to be

gone through and edited, revised and blue-

pencilled, to a greater or lesser extent. Some

of the things sent in you would feel to be

quite unsuitable, or too badly written or

drawn, even for your fairly liberal standards

of literary and artistic effort, and would

have to be turned down.

HERE is an imaginative exercise, especially

for readers in the Homes. Try to put your-

self in my place for a while, and imagine

what is involved in ninning ‘The Cheshire

Smile’. How would you carry out the job of

producing a three—monthly magazine cover-

ing the work of the Cheshire Foundations in

the UK. and overseas, not to mention rela-

You would have to take account of the

latest news and general interest articles

from the 35 Homes in the UK, and the

Homes overseas, rising to another 35. It

would be necessary to take a look at what is

happening in the other member-units of the

all-embracing Ryder Cheshire Mission for

the Relief of Suffering. You would want to

bring to the notice of all in the Homes—

administrations, stalf and residents — news

of technical advances in aids and appliances

for the disabled, progress in the medical and

allied fields, anything that might improve

the lot of disabled people everywhere.

All the time you would have to strike a

balance between many contending interests.

The ‘C.S.’ as a magazine for the Homes, the

main link in fact between the Homes, has to

be balanced against its function as a public

relations organ presenting the Homes to the

public. News and features from the Homes

has to be balanced against news and features

 

As managing editor, you would have to

keep in constant touch with the business

side of the work. The Treasurer and the

Secretary might come to you with their

problems — problems in the accounts.

problems about the thousand people on the

individual mailing list. You would not neg-

lect to chivvy your circulation department

into seeing that all the channels and outlets

of distribution were maintaining their ser-

vice, although at the same time you might

wish your circulation manager the best of

luck in a thankless job!

And quite apart from the actual day-to.

day running of the magazine, you would be

constantly trying to work out future policy,

keeping in step with the ever-spreading

Cheshire movements, which have, as it is

said, like Topsy, just growed. A truly inter-

national journal covering all his works is

what Group Captain Cheshire desires the

‘Smile’ to develop into. You would want to

vary content, improve appearance and im-

pact, and generally keep on freshening your

approach as much as possible. Variety is the

spice of life ; a diet without flavour is just not

palatable.

Well, that would be yourjob. How would

you cope? Wouldn’t you feel that no-one

should really expect anything from you

without full co-operation front all parts of

the Foundation? That is just how I feel

occasionally, especially at those times when

all our efforts seem to awaken little or no

response; when, say, our crossword, stamp,

short story, and essay competitions, even

our current photo contest, bring in so few

entries; or when one of our Regional Edi-

tors reports that, apart from newsletters

‘received via the ofl‘ice’, he has had no news

at all during the quarter from the eight

Homes in his region — surely a reflection on  



 

administrations as well as on residents in

those Homes.

Take those contests and competitions

once again. We have been forced to ask

ourselves why the response is so negligible.

‘ Is it shyness, or laziness, on the part of the

residents in the Homes, or are we on the

wrong track? Assuming for the time being

that the last is true, 1 want to send a person-

al invitation to Cheshire Home residents to

help by putting us on the right lines. Criti-

cise as much as you like, but put your

thoughts on paper and send it in, not neces-

sarily for publication, but just for our

guidance. By the way, if you feel like writing

that the ‘Smile’ does not smile enough, that

it is too heavy and lacking in humour, then

perhaps you would go on to tell us how we

can lighten it. That criticism has been

hurled at us for years, but try as we may we

have been quite unable to find the humour-

ists and cartoonists in the Homes to give the

magazine that lighter touch we all desire. I

still believe the talent is there—lying fallow.

Again, if you feel like suggesting that we

ought to have some new features — ‘Aids

and Gadgets’, ‘Woman’s Page’, ‘Handi-

crafts’, a humourous section, etc., we are

just too busy ourselves to cope with such

extra loads, and would have to find appro-

priate people to take on the job of running

the features. Doyou know any such people ?

You may say that I’m the Editor, and

these are my problems. Yes, of course, I’m

the Editor. I took on the job, and I’m not

carping. But you in the Homes have a part

to play as well. We ~ the magazine staff—

are not alone responsible for making the

magazine more what it could and should

be; you are too. The Editor takes the kicks

and the bouquets, but he is no more than a

servant of the Cheshire Foundation, which

includes YOU. And you are shirking your

responsibilities in passing the buck entirely

to us.

I am not saying that we never make mis-

takes. We are only human. I have hurt

people’s feelings, and incensed others.

Brickbats have come my way. But I haven’t

let that dampen my spirits. With your help

I would still like to produce a magazine that

is worthy of our wonderful Foundation.

So I ask you to contribute, or urge some-

one else to contribute. I ask for ideas. If you

have any, tell us of them. If you think there

is too much of this or too little of that, say

so — but to us, not only to your intimate

friends. When you have articles to submit,

help us by sending your copy—in good

time. If you see items of news or general

interest in newspapers or magazines, send

them to us, or at least tell us about them.

When our competitions and contests inter-

est you, even in a small way, please enter

them. You may not win a prize or get a

mention, but you will have helped by your

participation.

But, whatever your thoughts may be, for

heaven’s sake

W R I T E
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 Henry Marking,M.C   

The Trustees, Cheshire Foundation Homes

ON A DANK DAY in early February twenty

years ago I arrived in a wood of Cork oaks

on the west coast of Italy to join the 2nd Bn.

The Sherwood Foresters as Medical Officer.

Standing on a bank was a tall young man,

in well-pressed uniform, nonchalantly ele.

gant, smiling in welcome. This was Henry

Marking, then 23, and as newly the battal.

lion’s adjutant as I was its doctor. The unit

had been withdrawn the previous day, after

being mauled in a ‘forlom hope’ type of

assault on a place called Campoleone; for

his part in holding the battalion together in

this action Marking was awarded the Mili.

tary Cross. For the rest of the Italian Cam—

paign, battalion headquarters was a small

close group — the CO, 2nd I.C., adjutant,

intelligence officer, chaplain and doctor.

Henry and I were close in age, and mutually

congenial, and I came to know him well.

His parents lived in Saffron Walden in

Essex, and Henry spent his childhood there,

and went to Saffron Walden school. At the

unusually early age of 16 he went, by special

dispensation, to University College, Lon-

don, where he read law for two years and

took his intermediate LLB. He then spent a

summer at the University of Rennes in

Brittany, and acquired that pleasing facility

with French which still serves him so well.

Next, he spent two years articled to a firm

of London solicitors, until in 1940 he was

conscripted into the army. He was commis-

sioned and then went to North Africa with

the Sherwood Foresters, serving in the

Tunisian campaign, and, when that ended,

as a liaison officer in Algiers. He rejoined

his battalion and remained with it through

the Italian campaign, improving, in his

capacity as adjutant, the gift for administra-

tion and diplomacy which has since proved

valuable to him. When we were all removed

to Palestine at the end of the war, soldier-

ing, for the non-regulars among us, inunedi-

ately became an oppressive waste of time.

Henry withdrew to the School of Arab

Studies in Jerusalem, and then with a year

of Arabic behind him, went to look at the

Sudan and its Political Service. He shrewdly

foresaw that there was no security of tenure

there, and returned to England to complete

his law studies, passing his final examination

to become a solicitor in 1948. He spent

another year with the firm to which he had

been articled _ at their country branch in

Tunbridge Wells, where I found him enjoy-

ing the feudal splendours of that country-

side.  



While wondering whether to return to the

Middle East to work for an oil company, he

went supposedly for two months, as locum

tenens assistant legal adviser to British

European Airways. He has been with them

ever since, becoming Secretary to the Board

in 1950, and by way of a steady acquisition

of responsibilities, ChiefExecutive this year.

A recent letter in ‘The Cheshire Smile’

castigated with splendid invective the ‘hagi-

ographical character’ of previous articles on

the Trustees of the Foundation. The writer

of that letter and perhaps some other read-

ers will be relieved to learn that Marking is

no saint. He pursues his ends ruthlessly and

does not lack aggression—positions such

as his are not attained gently; he gives a

straight answer regardless of whether it

might hurt a little, and has no patience with

difl'idence. He works hard and as the fruits

 

 

 

of his labours increase, so do the opportuni-

ties for self-indulgence which he takes with-

out restraint. When his clothes get too tight,

he embraces asceticism with similar gusto,

and makes his guests feel that eating. especi—

ally breakfast, is an unmanly weakness. He

retains a youthful curiosity about everything

and loves the travelling in which his work

involves him; and though he has seen so

much, he has never lost the ability to enjoy

and admire the interesting and the beautiful,

be it in Essex or Ethiopia.

The same forthright vigour enlivens his

most laudable qualities. He does not say

‘you must come to dinner sometime’; he

says ‘you must come next Thursday”, and if

he receives a vague invitation he reaches for

his diary, saying ‘certainly, which day shall

I come’. If you ask for his help in any mat-

ter within his competence, he will not just

advise but will take the problem over and

not leave it till all is in order. His personal

acquaintances have never provided enough

material to satisfy his urge to put things to

rights, and he long ago sought a further out-

let in public service. For some years he gave

free legal advice in one of the London con-

stituencies, and then some six years ago

began his work for the Cheshire Foundation

and has become increasingly absorbed in it.

His life now grows busier and his days

longer, filled with work and the inescapable

and not always welcome social activity and

new acquaintances which go with it. There

is some loneliness in it. Perhaps he is easiest

when with friends made long ago, in the

lovely country near his native town, to

which he returns at every precious oppor-

tunity.

J.V.T.G.

 

Serving the Foundation

One of the biggest problems at Market

Mews during the first period of growth of

the UK. Homes, which took place roughly

from 1956 onwards, was how to deal effect-

ively with the increasing number of oflers to

help.

As the number of Homes increased so

knowledge of their aims and functions

spread. It resulted in an ever-faster flow of

offers of help from all sorts of people to do

different kinds of things. Margot Mason, as

she then was, and Cherry Morris tried to   



cope with these offers, but their other work

was too great. Something had to be done.

It was at this moment that Henry Mark-

ing offered his own services to the G.C. In

1958, when in India, he had chanced to

motor along a road in Bihar, and had seen

the sign of the Jamshedpur Cheshire Home.

After looking round the Home he was so im-

pressed with the work being done that when

he returned to London later that month he

wrote to offer his services in any capacity.

This ofier was not at once taken up because

no particularly suitable work could be

found; eventually, after a good deal of wait-

ing, Henry felt his offer must be brought to

a conclusion one way or the other. It was

then he issued an ‘ultimatum’ ~ either to

give him some work, or say there wasn’t any

for him. Thereupon G.C. asked him if he

would take on the responsibility for examin-

ing each individual offer of help so that it

might be accepted and channelled to what-

ever part of the organization the man or

woman could help most effectively.

From that day in 1959 to the present

moment, Henry has given up at least one

evening a week, and sometimes more, to go

to Market Mews. There, he has gone through

the accumulated pile of the offers, tabulated

each one, and drafted an answer. He has

then spent whatever time was necessary in

interviewing those people who had called in

person to see him. It was long, tiring and

difficult work in that most difficult of fields,

human relations.

From this very specialized work, he felt

drawn to the Homes themselves, especially

any Home which might be in difficulties, and

in this way came to take a particular in-

terest in Ampthill, trying to help the Home

through the troubles it encountered at this

time.

It was only a matter of time before

Henry’s great interest in the work, and his

flair for dealing with human and adminis-

trative problems, made it inevitable that he

should be asked to become a Trustee of the

Foundation. And now he was to branch out

into the work overseas, into pioneering at

least one new Home abroad. In 1962, Henry

found himself in Colombo for a few days.

While there he investigated the possibility of

starting a Cheshire Home in Ceylon, and

following his report to the Trustees the first

steps were taken to establish a Home there.

It was a great pleasure to him to visit Cey-

lon again this year, and to find the Home

now flourishing.

With his promotion to the post of Chief

Executive of British European Airways, he

10

 

has inevitably had to pass on his responsi.

bility for the ever-growing number of ofl‘ers

of help to someone else — one of his friends

from Colombo in fact, who has now re-

turned to England.

But Henry Marking’s interest and belief

in Group Captain Cheshire’s work, both in

Britain and overseas, is deep and efiective,

as you would expect from a man who has

been so successful in his own chosen career_

W. W. Russell

 



 

Annual Conference, 1964

THE Annual Conference of the Cheshire

Foundation Homes was held this year on

Saturday July 11th in the Lecture Hall of

the Roscoe Building, Manchester Univer—

sity. This was made possible through the

good offices of Dr. Beswick (Honresfeld

Committee), and by the kind permission of

the Bursar.

There were 66 delegates present, made up

of Trustees of the Foundation, representa-

tives from 28 UK. Homes and various

steering committees which are preparing for

new Homes, including one in the Liverpool

area. Two visitors from Nigeria also

attended.

The new Chairman of the Foundation,

Sir Edmund Davies, took the chair. Dr.

Margaret Agerholm, who is noted for her

work at the Nuflield Orthopaedic Centre

and Mary Marlborough Lodge, Oxford,

and who has been in the rehabilitation field

for 13 years, was the principal speaker at

the Conference; she spoke on ‘Helping the

Disabled to live to Capacity’.

The proceedings opened with a report

from the Chairman of the past year’s pro-

gress and plans for the future, followed by a

talk from Group Captain Cheshire.

11

The afternoon’s agenda included items

raised by the Homes —-uniform collecting

boxes, inter-Home loans, and possible

twice-yearly conferences. Further items

were raised by the Trustees — insurance,

circulation of details from the consolidated

balance sheet of the Homes, capitation fees,

and distribution of the ‘Cheshire Smile’ and

the Pictorial Record.

A full Report of the conference (not yet

available) will be included in our December

issue.

 

Family Day at Honrosfeld

Sunday July the 12th, the day after the

Annual Conference at Manchester, the

Honresfeld Home at Littleborough near

Rochdale, were the hosts for the 1964

Family Day. Owing probably to the postal

difficulties, the Report of this event, which

we had hoped to include in this issue, has

not arrived in time. We shall be publishing

it in our winter number.

 

   



  

 

MISS MARGOT MASON, daughter of Mrs.

Ethel Mason and the late Mr. Robert

Mason, of Burbage, Leicestershire,

was married on May 26th to Wing

Commander J. C. M. Gibb, A.F.C.,

at the (RC) Emmanual Cathedral,

Durban. The wedding was followed

by a Nuptial Mass, and the couple

had a special Papal Blessing. Margot

wore a cream dress with a matching

coat and floral hat. The reception was

held at their flat in Durban. After-

wards, the newlyweds left for the

honeymoon at Port St. John’s.

Margot, our former General Secre-

tary, had left London on Saturday,

23rd May. She was seen off at the air-

 

Farewell to Margot

port by her mother and aunt, and

about fifteen friends and colleagues.

Through the good oflices of Mr.

Charles Worthington, a V.I.P. lounge

had been made available at the air-

port, and Mr. ‘Bob’ Worthington

laid on champagne with which to

toast the bride. Miss Nicholls (one of

our indefatigable helpers at Market

Mews, who does all the filing on her

days off from the airline with which

she works) was on duty at the airport.

She arranged to escort Margot to her

seat on the plane and see her settled.

So there was V.I.P. treatment for

Margot right to the end.

In recent letters to her friends in  

 



 

 

    

               

   

London, Margot describes how she is

rapidly becoming an accomplished

housewife.

Some of the Homes expressed a

wish to be associated with a joint

present to Margot, in appreciation of

her many years devoted work for the

Foundation. Alderman Stevens,

Chairman of St. Teresa’s, put the

idea to all the Homes, and there was

an overwhelming response in favour

of the idea from Committees and

many residents in the Homes as well.

It was agreed that she should be sent

a cheque for the total of all the con-

tributions sent in. This came to the

amazing figure of £151.

 



 

Athol House, the London Cheshire Home,

have just published the first issue of their

occasional newsletter, which bears the above

title. We reproduce the article from it speci-

ally written by Mr. T. H. Peace, Chairman of

the Management Committee, to introduce the

publication.

THE CHESHIRE FOUNDATION, drawing its in-

spiration from its founder whose name it

bears, has Homes designed to meet the

needs of the seriously disabled throughout

the country. There are Trustees who have

considerable powers of intervention where

necessary and a small administration centre

in London. Each year a Conference is held,

attended by representatives from the Man-

agement Committees of all the Homes,

where news can be exchanged and common

problems discussed. However, decentralisa-

tion of management is the rule with a conse—

quent saving in administration costs and

each Home is responsible for its own finan-

ces and tends to develop its own character.

The Home at Athol House was estab-

lished in 1959, although it did not become

fully operational until two years later. We

can now accommodate 21 permanent resi-

dents and fit in the occasional visitor who

requires a temporary home due to holidays

or other reasons in their usual place of resi-

dence. Both sexes are catered for and there

is no discrimination on the grounds of

religion, class or how the disability was

contracted. The only criterion is need and

the type of disability with which we are

equipped to deal.

 

One-Th ree-Eig ht  
An impressive feature of the running and

development of the Home at Dulwich has

been the response to calls for voluntary

assistance. The League of Friends raise

funds in various ways, but members are also

regular visitors and helpers in the Home.

The Inspectors at Brixton Bus Depot formed

a transport division of Friends and not only

provide drivers for necessary journeys and

outings but have themselves raised the

money for a bus adapted to residents’ needs

so that transport is always available. The

weekend duty roster is considerably eased

by schoolgirls who cook and serve the Sun-

day lunch and help with the chores. Mem-

bers of Rotary, Toc H, the Red Cross, St.

John’s — all help in their various ways.

By now a strong family feeling has devel-

oped and this Newsletter, wholly inspired

and to be run by the residents themselves, is

evidence of the pride felt in the Home and

the desire to reach out and make contact

with friends and with the families in other

Cheshire Homes.

Happiness and contentment are not con-

ditions which can be imposed from without.

At the Home at Dulwich we who are res-

ponsible for management can only try to

provide the right background where our

residents can create their own way of life

and their success in doing this commands

our admiration and respect.

I wish them well in this new venture.
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By the Roving Reporter

A round-up of topical items about

interesting people, and places of note

Since the last issue, Dr. Cheshire has re-

signed from the Chairmanship of the Trust.

The G.C.’s father was, I suppose, the first

Trustee of all, for it was his idea that a

Trust should be set up, and it was he who

approached Lord Deming, one of his form-

er pupils, with the request that he should

become the first Chairman. Then followed

that famous first meeting in 1952 at Le

Court in a snowstorm. Only Lord Denning,

Dr. Cheshire, Mr. Edgar and the QC. were

able to make it. When Lord Denning be-

came Master of the Rolls in 1962, and had

to resign the Chairmanship, the Professor,

as he will always remain at least to me,

gallantly stepped in and held the fort for two

years, until it was possible for Sir Edmund

Davies to take over, which he did this sum-

mer, The whole Cheshire family owes a tre-

mendous debt to Dr. Cheshire. His wise and

benevolent common sense has been a stabil-

izing factor of immense value in the back-

ground of his son's activities, and we must

all be grateful to him beyond words.

 

It was Dr. Cheshire who persuaded his old

friend and colleagie, Mr. T. A. Taylor,

Bursar of Exeter College, his old college at

Oxford, to become the Foundation’s honor-

ary surveyor in September 1960. During

these three years, usually with Margot

Mason, he has visited innumerable houses

brought to the notice of the Foundation

  
in various parts of the country, and reported

on them to the Trustees. He has now been

invited to take on the supervision of new

Homes where no local steering committee

exists, and until one has been formed. Mr.

Taylor has been one of the most effective

workers for the Foundation, and always in

the background. This new work will be

invaluable.

 

One of those extraordinary happenings

which seem to sprinkle the history of the

G.C.’s activities has recently occurred, this

time at Bethnal Green, London. About a

year ago, Mrs. Gwyneth Ross, who lives in

Wimbledon, and works for the Psychiatric

Rehabilitation Association, met Margot

Mason in Cornwall. She had heard of the

work being done at Mirafiores, and was

hopeful that a similar hostel could be started

in the East End of London. Her Association

had felt for some time that, since many of

the patients in the mental hospitals of Lon-

don, and particularly in Surrey, come from

the East End, it would be a wise step to

establish a hostel in that area. When the

time came for patients to leave mental hos-

pital, they could then go to a hostel in a

familiar environment. not far from their

own homes. Also. it seems that jobs are

easier to find in this area. Later, Mrs. Ross

met Mr. Barry Richards and soon after an

ideal property was found in Bethnal Green.

But as usual. it was a question of where the

money was to come from.

 

Just at this moment. a gentleman who

insists that he remain anonymous, called a'

  



 

Market Mews. He said he wanted to help

the G.C.”s work. Had we anything in mind

that he could do? When he heard of the

possibility in Bethnal Green he was delight-

ed; he had made his fortune in that part of

London, and nothing would please him

more than to help start a project there. He

gave the G.C. a cheque for five figures,

which enabled the property to be bought.

Anotherofthose almost unbelievable stories!

On the Committee of this Bethnal Green

project are Mr. Gibbons (as Chairman),

who did much to get the Portuguese Home

started, our old friend from Bromley, Mr.

Bob Worthington, and of course Mrs.

Gwyneth Ross, who inspired the original

idea. Mr. John Wilder of the Psychiatric

Rehabilitation Association is Secretary of

the Committee, and is working very hard to

get the hostel going. Miraflores and Gay-

wood are helping, with part of the proceeds

of the recent barbecue, with linen, and with

many other needs of a new Home. With

such a history behind its inception, and so

much good will, the new hostel should get

off to a flying start. We wish it the best of

luck.

 

On June 23rd I was lucky enough to be pres-

ent at the showing of the G.C.’s colour film

of the Tangier Children’s Home in the

private cinema of Shell Mex and RP. House.

It was rather sad to hear Margot Mason’s

well-loved voice speaking parts of the com-

mentary, and see her familiar figure on the

ferry from Gibraltar to the north coast of

Africa. The film seemed to my admittedly

amateur eyes to be the kind of picture that

wins awards at international festivals, and

its message of co-operation between differ-

ent races in the work of relieving suffering

was as compelling as ever. There were three

residents from Cheshire Homes at the show

—— Brian Line from Le Court, and Norman

Whiteley and Virginia Woodward from

Dulwich. I was able to have a few words

with Virginia after the show at the delight-

ful get-together with drinks which Shell Mex

and RP. kindly laid on. She is carrying on

her career as a teacher even though living at

Athol House; this is surely a wonderful

thing considering the acute shortage of

teachers in the country.

 

Others at the film show were Andrew

Duncan, who has taken on special work for

the Overseas Homes, especially in Africa,

and Lord Sinclair, who is now Managing
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Trustee. Also, Francis Collins, whom i was

very glad to meet afterwards. He was until

recently with Shell in Ceylon, and together

with a number of Ceylonese friends, helped

to start the first Home in Ceylon. He told us

that a second one is about to start out there.

Now he has been prevailed upon by the

G.C. to take over from Henry Marking the
very onerous task of dealing with all the

offers of help that come in to Market Mews,

I believe the G.C. has also asked him to do

various other things as well. So it looks as

though he is going to be pretty busy!

Rx

Mr. Archer, Secretary of the Nigerian

Trust, is at present in England. He has been

in touch with Andrew Duncan, bringing

him up to date with news of the four Homes

in Nigeria. It appears that they are all doing

well, and developing their own African

character, which is as it should be. Sir

Adetokumbo Ademola, the Chief Justice,

gives the movement in Nigeria his encour-

agement and support. He has been Chair-

man of the Nigerian Trust since it started.

a
x

Talking of the Homes overseas, I had a let-

ter the other day from Dorina Simpson in

Mauritius. She has been the driving force

behind the first Home in that beautiful

island. It is situated in the house made

available through Mr. Harold Walter, one

of the leading ministers in the Government

who, as a law student, was a pupil of Pro-

fessor Cheshire. He came to the Le Court

fete in 1962 with Mr. Ringadoo, the then

Mauritian Minister of Labour and Social

Welfare, We wish this new Home all good

fortune. May Cutler is doing her usual fine

job of pioneering there as the first Matron.

I don’t expect it will be long before Margot

Mason finds some excuse for visiting her

old friends in Mauritius. Durban is not so

very far away.

 

I would like to say a word about Dick

Blackburn in Halifax, who works so hard

raising money for the Ryder Cheshire Inter—

national Settlement, Raphael at Dehra Dun,

India. He raised £190 for Raphael at a recent

afternoon function in Halifax. If it hadn’t

rained he reckons he would have collected

over £400. Since Raphael is so far away, and

so comparatively unknown in Britain, this is

a remarkable result for one wet afternoon’s

work. It would be nice if there could be half

a dozen Dick Blackburns in various parts of

 



 

the country, for it costs £650 a month to

maintain this Settlement of 200 souls on the

banks of the Rispana river.

/,——~_—‘

The G.C., who has recently returned from a

long tour of India and Australasia, tells me

that the people of Australia and New Zea-

land have generously made themselves res-

ponsible for the maintenance of the Dehra

Dun Raphael until December, and probably

thereafter for half of every year. I expect

when the G.C.’s film of this wonderful

International Settlement at the foot of the

towering Himalayas is ready, there will in

fact be more Dick Blackburns in the coun-

try. In the meantime, if anybody wants to

learn more about Raphael, they can write

to him at Jumples, Halifax, Yorkshire, or,

of course, to the Group Captain or Mrs. Sue

Ryder Cheshire at the Old Rectory,

Cavendish, Suffolk.

 

News has just reached me of the death of

one of the most staunch local supporters of

Raphael, at Dehra Dun—the local R.C.

parish priest, Father Gilbert, O.F.M. Cap.

Besides being a member of the Raphael

General Council, intensely interested in the

work, he often helped in a practical way

when funds were low, sending them food

and supplies. ,

In a letter, Ava Dhar, the Secretary of

Raphael, writes: ‘Father had improved so

much during the previous week that the end

came as a shock. Even on the morning of

his death, he had sat up in bed eating his

breakfast, laughing and chatting with the

doctor and nurses. About 12 o’clock, he

suddenly complained of a pain in his heart.

Everything was done for him, but it was

apparently an attack of great severity. He

passed away about 1.30 pm.

Hundreds of people came to pay their

homage during the evening and throughout

the night. For they all loved Father. To

them, as to us all, he was a good and holy

man. They say it is his work that killed him.

He had the worries of his parish, and his

leprosy colony. He loved Raphael so much

that our problems were very close to his

heart. I am afraid we took all our troubles

to him.

The new parish priest, Father Daniel, has

been invited to take his predecessor’s place

on the Raphael General Council, and he has

agreed to do so.’

Sadly, I wasn’t able to go to Family Day at

Honresfeld or to the Annual Conference at

Manchester University. Twenty - eight

Homes were represented at the Conference,

and the whole thing seems to have been very

successful, thanks largely to Dr. Beswick

and to the Bursar of Manchester University,

who very kindly made the lecture hall avail-

able. Elsewhere in this issue there are noti-

ces about these gatherings, and a full

Report of the Conference will, it is hoped,

be published in the December ‘C.S.’

 

These notes have been written at Osborne

House in the Isle -of Wight, one of the

pleasantest convalescent homes in England.

In order that they may reach the Editor in

time, and in view of the postal difficulties,

one of my fellow patients, Commander Ian

Henderson, has kindly agreed to take them

to Le Court and hand them over personally

to Frank Spath. As my ‘courier’ is the

Secretary of the British Council for Rehabil-

itation of the Disabled, and has never had

an opportunity before to visit Le Court,

there is some method in his very kindly

gesture.

   



 

 

The Cheshire Smile
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Some recollections ofGroup Captain Cheshire

by Charles Hart, an old R.A.F. colleague

who died after sending this article 10 ill;

magazme.

WHAT is in a smile? It sounds like an ‘adven‘

doesn’t it? There are the toothpaste, the

photographers’ and the models’ smile. Hat/e

you ever thought what a smile means to

others ? As a boy scout I was a member of a

guard of honour on a visit by the Princesg

Royal, some years ago of course; she smiled

in my direction and for some time I believed

she smiled at me!

Recently I was presented with a copy of

‘Cheshire Smile” so I would like to tell you

what that smile has meant to me.

Until then, if you had asked me what does

the ‘Cheshire Smile’ convey to you? I

should probably have said Lennie Cheshire

— Linton-on-Ouse 1940; for that is where I

first saw that smile.

I was brought up in a comfortable home

with good but strict parents, like thousands

of my generation whose parents were Vic—

torian in education. Those people had five

basic rules, they were honour, dignity,

principles, honesty and sincerity.

Since the war a great deal of these have

lapsed causing our decline in standards, a

regrettable state of affairs.

With this training and my father’s mili-

tary experience and family service connec-

tions, discipline came easily to me and with

fair schooling I had no complex about res-

pect for N.C.O’s and Officers, it was all part

of the rules.

When war broke out in 1939, as a Volun-

teer Reserve in the RAP. I was sent on a

trade training course. In six months was

condensed the basic training of the three

years for fitters and riggers.

On completing my training I was posted

to 4 Squadron (Lysanders) who having re-

turned from Dunkirk were based at Linton-

on-Ouse in Yorkshire.

Being one of the first of the wartime

trained V.R’s to reach a squadron I was very

conscious of being a new recruit, a brand

new A.C.2, an extremely humble position.

One morning, walking from quarters to

the hangar, walking in the opposite direc-

tion were two aircrew, one a Flying Oflicer.

Accordingly I saluted and it was returned

smartly, but with a warm friendly smile and

a sincere ‘good morning‘. The sincerity of

the gesture stayed with me, it gave me a

glow of pride, me an A.C.2 being wished a

good morning by a Flying Officer.

Rather unorthodox in service discipline of

 



those days, but to me being a little sensitive,

yet accepting discipline, it was encouraging.

At the time I did not know who the Flying

Officer was, but a few days later a similar

incident happened, this time I was with one

of the ‘Old Hands’.

I asked, ‘Who is this Flying Officer 7’ This

is the reply I received as accurately as I re-

member. ‘Oh that’s F/O Cheshire, he’s a

grand fellow and a super pilot’. Yes, it was

the ‘Cheshire Smile”, I never forgot it; in

fact in 1950 I had the pleasure of seeing it

again.

This time I was a civilian supervisor at a

government establishment. One morning

another supervisor said to me ‘There’s an

R.A.F. Big Noise having a look round to-

day;’ ‘Who?’ I enquired. ‘Can’t remember

his name, a well known pilot’ was the reply.

I then said quite spontaneously ‘Is it A/C

Leonard Cheshire V.C. ?’ ‘Yes that’s it’ was

the reply. ‘I suppose you knew him in the

R.A.F.’!

This fellow, the same age as myself, was

contemptuous of all ex—serviee people hav-

ing been in a reserved occupation during

the war. I smiled at the jibe and forgot it.

Later, quite by chance, I met up with this

fellow as we went out to inspect our own

particular aircraft prior to clearing for

flight. As we approached my ‘charges’

bombers, my companion remarked ‘Heyl

there’s someone in the cockpit of this one’.

We hurried over and as we did so, out of

the nose, on the tall ladder, a ‘body’ started

to emerge, obviously legs first!

I called out ‘What the Dickens are you

doing in there 7’. A muffled voice still in the

hatchway said ‘It’s OK -—I have permission

to look around’. By this time the ‘person’

was descending the ladder and again a

friendly smile. Being a little confused I said

‘Lennie Cheshire, I beg your pardon —

Group Captain Cheshire‘.’

Can you imagine my pleasure and honour

I felt when back came the reply ‘No, you

were right first time. I remember you — 58

Squadron, Linton in 1940’.

My colleague the cynic went off with a

look of disgust. He never ever mentioned

this meeting, or the fact that he too had

briefly met a very noble man.

We had a brief chat about old times and

the G.C’s new interests and projects of the

time, and I believe shortly after this meeting

was the time the Group Captain entered

hospital himself, but that, no doubt, you all

know about already.

This is intended to be yet another of those

stories about a person who is warm and

kind to his fellow men, yet maintains dig-

nity under all conditions.

I am extremely proud to have met the

Group Captain and to have seen the

‘Cheshire Smile’.
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Tom Gair
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TOM GAIR was born a Spastic, in the mining

town ofAshington, in Northumberland

(famous for its footballers, who include

Jackie Milburn, Bobby Charlton and

Jimmy Adamson) in 1918. The second in a

family of four boys, he was not allowed to

go to school, ‘because he would be too

much trouble’. However, he was lucky in

that his brother, two years his senior, took

this as a personal challenge and decided to

educate him himself.

This state of affairs went on until Tom

was 11, when he went into a home for

crippled children in Newcastle-on-Tyne,

where he stayed until he was 16.

Forced to leave the Home then as he had

reached the age-limit, he was thrown back

onto his own resourses, his older brother

havingjoined the R.A.F., and was faced

with the alternatives of sitting around,

wasting his time, or continuing his studies

on his own. As he is a great believer in the

theory that ‘once a person is able to read

and write, they can teach themselves any-

thing’, he chose the latter course and the

next twelve years were spent mainly in quiet

study, alternating with a little basket-

making, with which he managed to make a

few shillings pocket-money.

Meanwhile, things were happening in the

Gair family. The war had started and all

three of his brothers were in the R.A.F., and

in 1943 his father died, leaving only Tom

and his mother at home,

The big turning point in Tom’s life came

in 1946, when his mother became ill with

cancer and, after three months, died, leaving

him on his own. Within a week of her death,

he was admitted to Hexham Emergency

Hospital (later renamed Hexham General



Hospital) and has been in hospitals or what he believes was the first magazine to be

Homes ever since.
run by the patients in a General hospital in

The six years he spent in Hexham are this country.

described by Tom as the most useful in his

Whole life, for there he had to learn what it

meant to be independent, not to rely on his

family to sort out life’s problems for him,

and even now he has a soft spot in his heart

for Hexham. Eventually, however,
it be-

came inevitable that his bed in a General

Hospital should become needed for more

urgent cases, and he was transferred to the

Hunter’s Moor Hospital in Newcastle.

This hospital was mainly inhabited by old

people, and, after the lively and younger

company at Hexham, Tom never really

settled down here.

The next crisis in his life was when, after

four years in Newcastle, he saw a pro-

gramme on TV about Le Court, and he

decided that this was the type of place he

would like to be in, so he wrote to ‘G.C.’,

asking if there was any chance of getting

into one of his Homes and, after a while,

was admitted to Staunton Harold on April

13th, 1957 where he has been ever since.

Tom quickly settled into the ‘family life’

at Staunton, where he was the first chairman

of the Patients’ (now Residents’) Com-

mittee, on which he has served ever since,

with the exception of a period of 6 months,

when he had to resign because of ill health.

His main hobby, some call it a mania, is

writing. Apart from being the Regional

Editor of ‘The Cheshire Smile’, he writes

quite a bit for the local press and has had

several articles and short stories published

in magazines. His big job, however, is writ-

ing the script for the Residents’ and Stafi'

Pantomime, which is now a feature of life at

Staunton. He has now done five of these and

assisted in the writing and production of

two revues. .

A keen member of Toc H, he was one of

the first members to be initiated when a

branch was formed in the home a few years

ago, and is now its secretary.

In addition to these interests, his main

hobbies are reading and watching all kinds

of sport. He likes travelling, particularly by

air (how could he do otherwise, with three

brothers in the Air Force?) and has been

lucky enough to visit seven countries on the

continent in the past five years. He says his

main ambition now is to have a few days at

Le Court ‘to see what makes the “CS.”

tick !’ This is not surprising, in view of his

mania for writing, and the fact that, whilst

at Hexham, he was partially responsible for

starting, and for nine months editor, of
   



 

 
  

Charles Darby
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WHAT does the word ‘wheelchair’ mean to

you? If you are an able-bodied reader does

it mean just a chair on wheels; a mechanical

appliance which has to be pushed around;

something as exasperating as a deck-chair

when it must be folded to go into the boot of

a car or a public vehicle? Or haven’t you

ever thought about it at all?

If you are a disabled reader your views

will be vastly diflerent. During my associ.

ation with handicapped people I have tried

to learn just what a wheelchair means to

those who have to live in it, day after day_

Such a chair is a vital addition to a disabled

person. It is an indispensable part of his

life, a support for helpless limbs, a means of

precious mobility. Surely so valuable a

vehicle should be constructed # and main.

tained—to meet these needs in the best

possible way ?

Yet I often wonder whether the designers

ever leave their drawing«boards to seek out

disabled people in order to learn to under-

stand them and their problems. If they did

perhaps they would not place the rims for

propelling the chair so close to the wheels

that deformed fingers cannot grasp them

properly; perhaps they would realise that

shiny chromium plating is far less important

than good materials and strong and reliable

brakes.

I know that it is impossible to design one

chair that will meet the needs of everyone,

but I feel that with an approach a little more

human and a little less commercial, many

improvements could be made. Rims, for

instance, and, most essential of all, brakes—

and proper servicing! Some so-called

authorities seem to think that brakes are

adequate. No doubt this opinion is correct

——for new chairs! But tests should not be

taken with models straight from the fac-

tory, but when the chairs have been in use

from six to twelve months. Then the ‘ex-

perts’ could see how brakes are weakened by

rivets that have worked loose; how effect-

iveness is reduced by constant application of

pressure on weak metal. They would also

see the loose screws, sagging seats and

stretched backs!

These are some of the things which make

servicing so important. The vital need for

this was forcibly brought home to me dur-

ing the Holidays for the Disabled week at

Caister Camp this year. The condition of

some of the chairs brought there was appall-

ing. Four out of five had brakes which

either did not function or were so badly in

need of adjustment that they were useless.

Much of my time at Caister was spent in



adjusting these glorified pram brakes, some

of which are merely strips of metal that can

be bent by hand. It was frightening to see

someone sitting confidently in a chair which,

at any given moment, could have run away.

Yes; one did run away!

The fact that some of our guests went

home with chairs in better condition than

when they came only emphasises the prob-

lem. How long will these temporary repairs

last? Who will service those chairs again?

Must the owners wait another year, until

the next holiday 7

I have been told that periodically a form

is sent out to people with Ministry chairs,

on which they can state particulars of any

repairs required. They may then, if neces-

sary, be sent spare parts. What a thrill for a

disabled person to receive a parcel of spare

parts! What does he do with them?

Here, at Le Court, wheelchairs are looked

after bya voluntary group called Independ-

ence Unlimited. I hear that another

Cheshire Home has, after fighting hard,

arranged that a Ministry representative

shall service their chairs once a month.

Other Homes can, through their Manage-

ment Committees and Wardens, prod the

‘powers—that-be’ into similar action.

But what of those disabled people who

live with aged relatives, or in the senile

wards of hospitals, or even alone, with no-

one to fight for them? Who will service

their chairs?

Will you?

If you are an able-bodied reader, perhaps

an engineer, mechanic or handyman with a

flair for mending things, you could seek out

the disabled in your district and perform

this service. If you have no mechanical skill

you can still find these lonely ones and help

them to get in touch with the local agent (if

there is one) who can keep their chairs in

order. But if you go, go because you really

want to — not because you feel you ought

to. You will then meet another need — the

need for understanding and friendship. It

only means a few hours a week and when

you see the look in the eyes of one who has

learned that someone cares enough to see

that his Wheelchair is safe, you will be well

rewarded.

And when you handle these precious

vehicles, fold them, push them or repair

them, try not to think of them as inanimate

objects of metal and canvas —think of

them as the legs of a disabled person and

treat them accordingly. They can so easily

be damaged by careless handling.

If you would like to start a branch of
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‘Independence Unlimited’ in your area to do

this work for the handicapped, please write

to me, c/o ‘The Cheshire Smile’. I’ll help

you all I can.

   



  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

   

   

  

  

  

  

 

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

   

  

 

   

   

  

  

  

  

   

  

   

  
   

  

The Role of the

Residents

New Horizons in the U.S.A.

From Paul Hunt, Le Court

Many of the letters in the current ‘Role of

the Residents’ debate suggest that the dis-

abled residents should have more say in the

running of the Cheshire Homes. They pro-

pose that residents should serve on Manage-

ment Committees, and in various other

ways should share in making the decisions

which so vitally affect their lives.

An obvious query is whether anything of

this kind has already been tried elsewhere.

From all accounts it seems the answer is no

— not yet, anyway. So if the Cheshire

Foundation does try an experiment along

these lines soon, it will be pioneering again,

exploring the possibilities of a development

that accords so well with the original con-

cept of the Homes.

But although it is true nothing has yet

been started in the way of management

sharing in Homes for the disabled, it may

not be long before someone else does begin.

In a chronic hospital in Connecticut, U.S.A.,

some remarkable disabled people are work-

ing hard, together with their many friends,

to found their own community-home. These

people, who call their group New Horizons,

are not only raising funds for their Home,

but have produced a detailed blueprint of

the kind of Home they feel they need. And

they have some definite ideas on how this

Home should be run in order to fulfil their

aspirations for a completely adult life.

The draft plan for their Home is a striking

witness that ideas of shared responsibility

arise almost automatically out of the situ-

ation of physically disabled adults forced to

live some sort of institutional life. Obviously

the founder members of New Horizons are

experiencing the difficulties that abound

when an authoritarian-type regime is im-

posed on active minded adults on a per-

manent basis in a small community, and

they are determined that everyone in their

new Home will have the chance to contri-

bute to decisions made.

In a brochure produced to explain their

aims and objects, these people say:

‘The New Horizons residence would be

the home of able handicapped persons,

capable of making their own decisions and

self-determining their own lives. Long-term

“patients” in chronic disease hospitals and

nursing homes simply do not enjoy such

respect for their abilities and individual

rights. The New Horizons residents Would

have varying degrees of disability, but their

abilities would be of prime importance,

Though the Home would provide adequate

orderly and nursing help, as well as medical

care, the emphasis would be on homelike,

productive living. . . . Each person living in

the New Horizons Home would have the

opportunity to participate in the manage.

ment of such a Home no matter the degree

of his disability. Again, if would be his

abilities that counted. . . . In chronic disease

hospitals and nursing homes only able-

bodied staff members are permitted to man-

age and run these institutions.

‘The administrator of the New Horizons

Home would be chosen by the executive

board of New Horizons, many of Whom

would be residents of the Home. . . . In

chronic disease hospitals the administrator

is not chosen by the “patients” he or she

governs, but by a Board of Directors com-

pletely separated from these same patients,

and in many cases unknown to them. The

administrator of existing hospitals writes

the rules regulating the lives of those living

therein. . . . In the New Horizons Home, the

residents would elect a Representative

Council which would draw up recommenda-

tions to guide the smooth running of the

Home, This Council would work with the

administrator.‘

Elsewhere further details are given of

New Horizom~ policy on this question of

authority and responsibility in the commun- ‘

ity. A Judiciary Committee is envisaged, to

be drawn from the New Horizons member-

ship, whose function would be to arbitrate

in cases of disagreement within the Home.

‘If an important difference of opinion

should arise between the Administrator and

the Representative Council, the Adminis~'

trator should feel free to question any re-

commendation sent to her desk by the

Representative Council. On the other hand

if the Representative Council feels strongly

about a recommendation questioned by the

Administrator, and discussion between

them fails to bring agreement, the rule or

problem under question should be referred

to the Judiciary Committee for final deci-

ston.’

What, if anything, do these proposals

have to do with the Cheshire Homes? It is

possible to dismiss them as the wishful

thinking of a few sick people, and to say

that their suggested system is both unwork-

able and unnecessary. But anyone with an

open mind must surely ask himself if there

might not be something in what they say,



especially as many people in this country

too are working for “democratic” institu-

tions.

Obviously the New Horizons plans are

not applicable to the Cheshire Foundation

just like that. We must find our own forms

of government as we grow, must evolve

systems and methods suited to the condi-

tions here in Britain and in harmony with

the basic principles of the Homes. But still

a development along something of these

lines seems not only feasible but also highly

desirable. For me, New Horizons testifies to

the existence in man of certain fundamental

needs which will not be denied, and to

which repression is no answer at all. I be-

lieve that the desire which many of us share

with the New Horizons members — to take

a full part in the life of our communities —

is both valid and important.

Perhaps it is significant that one of the

Sponsors of New Horizons, Group-Captain

Leonard Cheshire, wrote to them: ‘It is a

cause that appeals to me greatly and I do

congratulate you most particularly on hav-

ing organized it by yourselves. I can well

imagine the difl'iculties that you have over-

come and it is an enormous credit to you

all that you have succeeded in doing so . . .’

Who can know better?

Franz Heather Chapman, Southampton

I should like to contribute to the debate on

‘The Role of the Residents’ by writing in

support of Barbara Beasley, Le Court,

when she says ‘who can know better about

the problems of the disabled than the dis-

abled themselves?’ (Cheshire Smile, Winter

1963).

Who indeed can know more about, and

be closer concerned with their problems,

than the residents of the Cheshire Homes

themselves, and not to make use of this

particular knowledge by giving them more

responsibility and a greater part to play in

the running of the Homes, seems to be a

waste of potential.

Within each Home is a ready-made set of

people who have the time, and in a great

many cases the ability, to assist in making

the lot of their fellow residents as happy and

comfortable as possible. These residents

may be disabled in body, but it does not

follow that they are incapable of becoming

mature and outward-looking people. On the

contrary, they have the advantage of being

able to devote more time and energy to the

development of their mental and spiritual

capacities than might have been possible

had they been able-bodied.
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Among the disabled people it has been

my privilege to meet, there are some highly

intelligent and mature people, who are quite

capable of taking more responsibility than

they do at present, and there are many

others I feel sure, who once given a chance

to prove themselves, would show up equally

well. Why then should they not be given a

part to play in the administration of their

own Homes ?

Such people could bring to the adminis-

trative committees valuable insight into the

specialised requirements of disabled people,

and would do away with the need for ad-

ministrative bodies to try to ‘put themselves

in the position of the residents’ in order to

find out what is best for them. Surely it is

obvious that residents themselves are the

people best qualified to assist able-bodied

people in this way. Not only do they have

the special knowledge, but they also have

the time needed to undertake such a task.

They do not have the same distractions and

problems of day—to-day living that surround

able-bodied people. They would not have to

give up part of their life to assist in the run—

ning of a Home, it is their whole life, and as

such the assistance they could give would be

invaluable.

Of course we must face the fact that not

every resident is capable of assisting in the

administration of the Homes, but each can

contribute according to his or her ability

and so be led into a fuller and more active

life. Are they then to be denied this oppor—

tunity of helping themselves and serving

others ?
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Mr. J. A. K. Martyn, the managing trustee

of the Indian Homes, has recently sent us a

news bulletin from India. It is encouraging

to know that the liquid assets of the various

Indian Homes at the end of last year

amounted to Rs.2,66,111 ; the capital assets

are not known. Also worth mentioning is

the fact that in the four years 1960-63, the

Indian Trust (including the Eastern Region)

gave advances to various Homes to the

extent of Rs. 1,311,631.

The following reports are from the

thirteen Cheshire Homes, existing or in

preparation, in the sub-continent :

Bangalore The new building was opened by

the Group Captain in February. The site

had been given, but the Committee had to

raise Rs.20,000 locally, this being the

amount needed after grants were received

from the Central Social Welfare Board

(Rs.25,000), and from the Indian Trust

(Rs.5,000). One problem which still faces

the Home is the water supply. The mains

are expected in a few years, but meanwhile

the Home has to be satisfied with an open

well. Another problem is the need for a wall

around the property.

Baroda A building was finally made avail—

able here towards the end of 1963, and the

first patients were admitted in April this

year. The Home is beautifully situated on

the edge of the city park, looking out into

open country; there is a large compound.

Messrs. Jyoti & Co. ofBaroda generously

oflered to bear the first six months’ expenses.

Bombay This Home, which is in charge of

Spanish Sisters of the Congregation of

Jesus, aims eventually to accommodate 100

patients in 20-bedunits.

Bumpur The foundation stone for this Home

was laid by the Group Captain last Febru-

ary. The project was started largely through

the initiative of Col. P. N. Kak, who had

previously been connected with the Jam-

shedpur Children’s Home, and caters for

adolescents from the latter Home. A plot of

land has been donated, and the committee

aims to purchase a neighbouring plot. They

 

are planning to raise Rs.20,000 for the

building work.

Calcutta (Serampore, This Home, which

now has about 40 patients, is housed in a

two-storey building with a pleasant view

across the Hooghley River. It is hoped to

open a second Home in Calcutta at some

future date.

Dehra Dun The Home is full with 36

patients, both men and women; and appli-

cations never stop coming in. It is housed on

the ground floor of the building that was

ofiered the Group Captain in 1956 by

Princess Vimla Devi of Nabha. The upper

storey constitutes both the offices ofRaphael

(half-a-mile across the Rispana River bed),

and the Group Captain’s quarters in India.

Delhi (Kalkaji) This Home, accommodating

22 patients, was started in 1957 at the instig—

ation of the late Rajkumari Amrit Kaur

whilst she was Minister of Health in the

Indian Government. There is urgent need to

find a new building, and for this a great deal

of money will have to be raised.

Jamshedpur The eventual aim is to have

eight dormitories around a quadrangle with

a capacity for about 100 children. Two

dormitories have so far been built, and a

third is almost ready. Of the total 35-acre

estate, 15 acres are enclosed. In this com-

. pound are grown fruit and vegetables, pigs

and chickens, sales of which help to finance

the Home.

Katpadi There are 45 burnt—out leprosy

patients here, accommodated in two adjac-

ent buildings, one for the men, the other for

the women. They are very self-sufficient,

and have several occupations — carpentry,

weaving, keeping geese, chickens etc. Most

of the work at the Home is also done by the

patients, and the only paid staff are two

cooks, a dhobi, and a sweeper. It is remark-

able how these ex-leprosy patients have been

accepted by their neighbours. The main need

now is to purchase adjacent plots of land, so

that the patients can move about outside,

and also develop them productively.

Madras At present, there are 16 elderly  

    

 



patients, men and women, but it is now

proposed to admit younger ones. The

Matron, Miss Susan Gomes, has recently

set up a dispensary in the neighbouring

fishing village of Coveling. There are possi-

bilities of starting a Children’s Home near

the present building.

Mangalore Preparations have been mad
e for

a new home here, to be built as soon as

possible. An acre of land has been donated

and various grants made. Rs.3,000 was

made available by the Indian Trust and

Rs.2,000 by the Swiss Emmaus Federation,

a leprosy relief organisatioanh
is latter

donation is conditional on half the patients

being like those at Katpadi — burnt-out

leprosy patients.

Poona As yet, this is only on a very modest

scale. A few small cottages were built, and

patients admitted, in December 1961. Pre-

parations are now being made for a new

building to house 12 more patients.

Tiruchirappalli The Group
Captain was

taken here last January by Mr. Jagadisan.

A committee was formed during this visit,

and it was decided to start a Home, with one

wing for general cases and another for

burnt-out leprosy cases. For the time being,

the Home is to be located in an old military

shed in the Rajaji Tuberculosis Sanito
rium

compound of the Cantonment.
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Big day at Ardeen

NEWS FROM IRELAND BY BARNEY

On the morning of Sunday June 28th it

appeared the wrong sort of day for a garden

fete. However, the weather changed later,

and after the show opened the lawns were

soon crowded with men, women and child-

ren, all enjoying themselves.

A11 directly associated with the Home had

been preparing for the big day, and thanks

to their tremendous efforts the fete was a

great success. The masses of visitors on the

lawns were entertained in many different

ways. There was bingo, a fortune teller,

beauty competitions, and lots of stalls sell-

ing almost everything. The patients’ handi-

craft stall raised over £87.

Our attractive Matron, Mrs. Greene, in a

short speech at the end of a hectic day,

praised the support and encouragement

given to the Home by the local people. She

pointed out that, although Ardeen has no

nearby city or town to adopt it, the large

attendance at the fete was proof that the

folk in County Wicklow considered it a

worthy cause.

There were at least 3,000 people enjoying

a great day. The sum realized was over

£1,350, and this would be the first instal-

ment for our extension programme. It is
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hoped that shortly a large dining room will

be built, and the present dining room will

then become the workroom.

 

Radio

The date was July 8th. On the Andrews

show, Radio Eireann, at 8.30 am, was

a recording of interviews made by Noel

Andrews at Ardeen on fete day. Among

those interviewed were Lady Fitzwilliams,

representing the Trustees, Brigadier Booth,

Chairman of the Management Committee,

the Matron, and several members of the

staff.

They all expressed a hope that soon there

would be more Cheshire Homes in Ireland,

both North and South, and that everyone

on the waiting list for Ardeen would be

accommodated.

Later in July, some of the patients at

Ardeen were heard on the same programme.

They sent greeting to their friends and rela-

tives. This form of publicity is very good for

the Foundation in Ireland; therefore, many

thanks are due to the sponsors of the pro-

gramme.
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Princess Muna

visits Amman Home

On March 23rd the new Cheshire Home

at Amman, the capital of Jordan, was

honoured by a visit from Princess Muna,

the wife of King Hussein.

The Princess spent about an hour and

a half looking over the buildings. She

saw the children at their lessons, and

talked with the teachers. Later, she visit-

ed the Physiotherapy Departme
nt, where

she watched the physiotherapists treating

both In-Patients and Out—Patients. Prin-

cess Muna finished her tour having coffee

with the staff and some members of the

Ladies’ Committee.

We hear from Miss Anne Thomas,

Matron of the Centre, that the Princess

was her very natural and charming self.

Readers will remember how as twenty-

year old Tony Gardener, daughter of an

army officer, she married King Hussein.

The King has taken a keen interest in

the work of the Cheshire Homes in

Jordan. He laid the foundation stone of

the Amman Home, and has given £700

towards building and equipping it. It has

been in operation since April 1963.

The photographs on the following two

page: show Princess Muna during her

visit to the Amman Home and some ofthe

lively, happy children at play.
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Cheshire Homes at

“I
Amidst a cacophony ofhammer blows,

organ music and church bells, the FIRST

CHURCH AND SCHOOL EQUIPMENT

EXHIBITION opened at OLYMPIA on

Tuesday 215t April 1964. The organisers

(The Trade and Technical Press) had very

kindly allocated a Stand to the Cheshire

Foundation, and the opportunity to bring

the work ofthe Homes to the public eye in

this way had been gladly welcomed.

 

 
VII
The Stand, painted blue and white, was in

the Gallery of the National Hall at Olympia.

For several weeks before the Exhibition

opened contributions of work from the

Homes throughout the world had been

arriving at Market Mews, and these were

laid out for display with a note attached to

them showing from which Home they came, '

and the name of the person who had made

each one.   



 

The variety was enormous — a colourful pictures — a sailing scene from Albert

yellow Donald Duck dressed in emerald Baker of Le Court, Liss, Hampshire, which

green jacket and coolie hat, complete with he had painted by holding the brush in his

fan and black pigtail, was smart enough to mouth, and two others from Paul Driver of

make a mandarin jealous, and came from Athol House. Dulwich painted with his feet;

Lim Ah Ling at the Singapore Home. Also a woodland scene from Mrs. Marjorie Ekers

with an Eastern touch was Ker Holk Seng’s (Llanhennock) and, from further afield one

1 dragon, which snorted defiance from all six by Ranjit Banerjee (Calcutta), An oil

inches of his woven frame. painting by Mr. Hazelwood (Plymouth)

The walls of the Stand were hung with drew a lot of attention, and in a different

Illflfl   



 

medium there was Gopal Devsi's (Bombay)

painted plywood plaque.

’I‘wenty-one-year-old Irene Batista

Pereira’s two terra-cotta bas reliefs, one of a

sleeping girl and the other of two puppies

were much admired. Irene, who is in the

Oeiras (Portugal) Home, is studying for her

degree in Natural Sciences.

From Heatherley (Sussex) came three

delightful soft toys. Miss Daphne Ebden’s

gay Kentucky Minstrel and Miss Daphne

Fidler’s charming mare and foal. Arthur

McGuinness’s (Le Court) rush bottomed

child’s chair was inspected by keen parental

eyes, and a group of nuns paused to admire

an intricately embroidered cloth and match-

ing table napkins made by seven children,

(Hilda Massad, Miriam Shaer, Basma

Kuskus, Salwa Quomsesh, Jakleen Misseh,

Ghada Zobi and Auwan Gialaman), none

older than 16 years, which reached us from

the Bethlehem and Amman Homes in

Jordan.

Jewellery glittered beguilingly and was

testimony to the patience and imagination

ofLen Dipsell (Penzance), Gertrude Harding

(Llanhennock), Andy and Lily (Bromley),

Norman Whiteley (Dulwich), Albert

Shuttleworth (Cotswold) and Joan Young

(Heatherley).

At the back of the Stand stood a screen of

black and white photographs illustrating

clearly the many aspects of the work and

life of the Homes throughout the world.

Someone, whether intentionally or not is

unknown, had perched Doris Thomas’s

(Maidstone) Humpty Dumpty on top of the

screen. We waited all week for his inevitable

‘great fall’, but were disappointed. Perhaps

it was just as well as no one knew how to

summon the ‘king’s men’.

Three engaging kangeroos came from

abroad— one from Charles Chalke

(Madras), another from Sri Basudeb

Pradhai (Calcutta) and the third from Kok

Koan Ehong (Singapore). Other toys were

sent in by Miss McGhee (Dumfries),

Dorothy Sykes, Jean. Homer, Sheila

Hancock, Doreen Brown and Winnie Hill

all of whom are at St. Teresa’s (Penzance).

Between the five of them they had made and

fitted out a delightful doll’s cradle complete

with blankets and cover. Miss Florence

Pitman (Colchester) made a charming

dressed doll, which appropriately, stood

just by the cradle. Mr. Sundaram, Mr.

Periaswami, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Varadaraj and

Mr. Conway had also combined together to

send in a toy and tray all the way from the

Katpadi Home.

Trays abounded, all beautifully executed,

and came from many parts of the world; the

one from Katpadi has already been men-

tioned, and to keep it company Babatunde

Gillan and Momodu Bah from Freetown

both sent in one too; also Arthur Thacker

(Ampthill Park), and a miniature tray

reached the Exhibition from Ellen Pomfret

(Coomb, Carmarthenshire), and Janet

Martin (Windermere) had one she had

made on display.

Variety was the key-note of the many

exhibits ~— wastepaper baskets came from

John Cunningham (Ampthill Park) and

Robert Singleton (Colchester). Embroidery

in many forms — cloth from Miss Partridge

(Plymouth), Louisa Gwilliam(Che1tenham).

Mrs, Trundells and Miss Callin (Bromley)

not only sent a cloth but also a round red

cushion cover, and there was a car cushion

from Hilda Griffiths and Dorothy Vick

(Penzance). Tray cloths and tea cosy from

Mrs. Paul and Mrs. Pollock (Madras), and

napkins from Yasin (New Delhi). Sobho

from Calcutta had also sent a traycloth, and

to add to the gay profusion was the cushion

cover from Basma Kuskus and a tapestry

from Mary Hefawi, both ofwhom liVe at the

Bethlehem and Amman Homes; and a

sampler from Marsella (Jamshedpur).

Spofforth Hall, near Harrogate, was respon«

sible for sending in no less than three tray-

cloths made by Alice Dean, Joseph Twist

and Annie Holgate, and also mats from

Edna Hewitt and Lilian Parkin.

Shopping baskets in many shapes and

sizes and executed in cloth, felt, rush and

cane came from Eric, Tom and Dick at St.

Cecilia’s (Bromley), also from Alan Sayers

(Maidstone), and to remind us hopefully of

summer days was Miss Rosa Searle’s

(Heatherley) picnic basket. On a smaller

scale was Harold Moss’s miniature basket

from Coomb.

For festive occasions Marjorie Wrist’s

and Yvonne Whitehead’s (Dulwich) stole

was closely rivalled by Alfred Tilley’s from

Maidstone, and a beautifully painted head

scarffrom Brian Line (Le Court). Also

witness to Le Court’s artistic talent were the

hand painted birthday cards executed by

Dennis Jarret. Mr. Craig Hatfield’s archi-

tectural drawings were studied with interest

by our many visitors.

Not to be overlooked were those who

cateredforthenotoriousBritishaddictions—

tea and cigarettes. A teapot stand came

from Mr. Albert Lewis (Wolverhampton)

whose mosaic it would be a shame to hide

beneath a teapot, and another from Joe



ll,. Shorrocks (Windermere); and a match

container from Miss McCaull and Mr.

Carson (Dumfries) gay with coloured

matches.

Greenhill House, near Bath can surely

never lack for a flower bowl — there was a

square yellow one from Miss Ruby Lynn, a

yellow and brown posy bowl with flower

block from Mrs. Mofl'at, and a brown bowl

from Mr. Yaroslav Lenert; also from Bath

was a medallion made by Mrs. Maureen

Hose.

Tatting and place mats came from Miss

Wynne (Plymouth), Evelyn Perkins (Chel-

tenham), John Yahyah (Freetown) and Miss

Jean Davies (Colchester). Two robust stools

came from Harry Dodds (Lake District)

and Charles Clarkson (Harrogate).

Parents found not only toys for their

children, but also clothes, an embroidered

bib from Ah Yin (Kuala Lumpur), coat,

bonnet and boots from Meomi Singh (New

Delhi), and two woollen caps from Elayesih

Ben Nfdal (Tangier).

Two pochettes —— one in pink from Abdull

Rashid (New Delhi), and the other in red

from Amalendu Nandi (Calcutta) stood

side by side with Nagu Rambharose’s

crocheted bag from Bombay.

Coathangers, lampshades and purses

were sent by Mr. Cockayne (Wolverhamp-

ton), Miss Flavell (also Wolverhampton)

and Elsie Carter (Le Court). The purse was

from Charlie Cotter (St. Cecilia’s, Bromley).

A scrapbook from the children at the Free-

town Home completed our exhibits.

The visitors to our Stand were many and

varied. Clergymen who had come to the

Exhibition to examine heating for their

churches; organists who lovingly examined

the instruments displayed on the ground

floor; nuns, teachers, school-children,

housewives, fellow exhibitors, and workmen

engaged in the erection and maintenance of

the Stands, all paused, hesitated and came

closer to examine the many exhibits dis—

played on our Cheshire Homes Stand.

A small Conference Room had been set

aside for the showing of Films, and during

the week we were able to show three Ches-

hire Home Films ‘The Pathfinder’, ‘Share

Thy Bread’ and “Living Waters’. These were

well attended, and many people who pre-

viously had known nothing of the work of

the Foundation left wiser and happier

through the knowledge of the hope and

happiness which thrive in the Homes

everywhere.

Our thanks are due to the organisers of

the Exhibition whose initial generosity
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paved the way to making our Stand such a

success, and to all ofyou who contributed

exhibits which made it so gay and colourful,

and illustrated so clearly the wide variety of

talent nurtured in the Homes.

From this vast range of exhibits you will

know how gay the Stand looked, and it was

indeed pleasing and rewarding to see how

many ofyou had contributed. This is the

first time we have held an event in which

every Home, no matter in which part of the

world it is situated, has been able to take

part, and we hope that the success of this

one will encourage you all, and lead to the

same or an even better response next time it

is possible to organise something else of this

kind.

Now we have ‘got together’ over this

Exhibition, let us keep together, so that each

Home has news of every other Home. Let us

see ifeach Home can send in a quarterly

report on local activities and events for

inclusion in the CHESHIRE SMILE.

 
  



 

Home Started in Papua

On April 17th Leonard Cheshire arrived for

a week’s visit to the Territory of Papua and

New Guinea. As a result of his visit, a steer-

ing committee was formed to build and

equip a Home for mentally retarded spastic

children.

0n meeting Leonard, the Catholic Bishop

of Port Moresby spontaneously offered him

a site and the services of three Papuan nuns

to act as staff. The Committee Chairman,

Mr. Percy Chatterton, is a retired member

of the London Missionary Society with 40

years’ experience of Papua. Recently he has

been elected a member of the newly formed

House of Assembly.

The need for this particular kind of Home

was first brought to light when the Public

Health Department asked the Red Cross to

make a survey of handicapped children in

this area. Mrs. Jessie Kearney, a Red Cross

social worker, found more than 50 handi-

capped children, some of them mentally re-

tarded, in nearby villages.

In Papuan villages, retarded children

would not necessarily suffer great hardship,

specially in villages where there is no school.

However, things are very different for those

who have the misfortune to be physically

handicapped as well. When they are little,

these children can be carried about, but as

they grow older they are often left to lie in a

corner of a tiny house. Often, parents have

little or no idea how to improve the physical

condition of such children.

Sometimes, as babies, they present feed-

ing problems and become undernourished.

Several have been admitted to an infants’

special treatment ward at St. Therese Hos-

pital, Koki. Six have just been left there.

Either they are orphans or their parents

have not wanted them back.

Committee members are showing much

enthusiasm in the preliminary work of get-

ting the Home built. We already have a

rough plan to work on. Our architect mem-

ber is modifying it and working out costs.

His estimate is £(A)6,000, but he says this

may be more than halved when offers of

labour and materials are taken into account.

We hope next week to have the loan of a

tractor to clear an access road into the part

of the Bishop’s six~acre block at Hohola

which is to be set aside for us. Next year,

the Bishop plans to build a hospital there.

Our staff will then be able to count on the

willing help of trainee nurses who (at the

present Koki Hospital) already lavish affec-

tion on the children who have been left with

them.

The Committee hopes very much to en-

courage help from the Papuan people right

from the very beginning, in order that they

can feel that the Home is theirs and that

they have had a part in building it. We have

two Papuan men on our committee, but so

far we have been unable to get a Papuan

woman to join. Most of them are rather

shy, and those who aren’t, are already

heavily committed.

I should like to add that Group Captain

Cheshire’s visit was an inspiration to every-

one who met him. We had been corres-

ponding about possibilities for some time,

but it needed his presence to light the spark.

We hope it will grow.

Mrs. Renata Cochrane

     

  



Shock-tactics

The Raging Moon by Peter Marshall.

Hutchinsons, 21/-

Peter Marshall’s autobiography, Two Lives,

was well reviewed in the national press last

year. Now he has published a novel which

deals with many of the same themes -— not-

ably those connected with permanent

disablement.

The Raging Moon has two main charac-

ters; the hero from a northern working class

background, and a girl whose father is a

doctor in Sussex. They both become almost

completely paralysed through polio, and

eventually meet in a Church-run Home for

the Disabled. The last third of the book

shows their developing relationship, and

also their fight against both the authorities

of the Home and the attitudes of the other

residents.

In the course of the story many questions

relating to disability are touched on. and

different views put forward by the various

characters. They discuss such subjects as:

the Belgian thalidomide baby trial; prejud-

ice against the crippled or otherwise ‘differ-

ent’ members of society; a perfect Home for

disabled people; the possibility of marriage

for those who are paralysed; whether to

reject the idea of a 'world of the disabled’;

and so on.

Certainly no-one who is interested in any

of these points should neglect this book

which is full of challenging and .thought-

provoking statements, You may be some-

what shocked by the author’s irreverent

attitudes to religion and ‘good works’, by

his bluntly stated views on sex and his use of

certain taboo words. You may agree with

little of what Mr. Marshall says — perhaps

with none of it. But he deserves your

attention.

P.G.H.

Pooling Our Knowledge

From: Miss C. E. Morris, Trustee, Cheshire

Foundation Homes.

May I make a suggestion? I was very

interested in listening to Dr. Margaret

Agerholm when she spoke at the Annual

Conference in Manchester, and presumably

what she said will be published in the

‘Cheshire Smile’. When shementioned vari-

ous appliances and gadgets that helped

people to greater independence I could not

help wondering whether we in the Homes

were really pooling our knowledge suffici-

ently. My own feeling is that some Homes

are excellently equipped with up-to-date

apparatus, which other Homes would like

to have if only they knew of its existence. A

case in point is that Holehird has lately

bought a ‘Salud’, which is proving invalu-

able. I was asked whether any of the other
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Homes had one, and I can only say—do the

other Homes even know what it is! Again,

I often wonder how general is the use of in-

door electric chairs, which have revolution—

ised life for so many of our people in some

Homes.

If you think there is anything in this idea,

could you stimulate the Homes to write to

the ‘Cheshire Smile’, giving information

about new inventions that they have found

particularly helpful?

(Ed. We have wanted, for many years, to

include a regular feature on gadgets and

appliances. The only reason we are not yet

doing so is that we have not found a suitable

person for the job.

By the way, the ‘Salud’ exerciser is a

training machine for helping disabled people

in their struggle for regaining vigour and

activeness).  
  



 

 TOOMEY J GAZETTE is a very odd name for a

magazine. The ‘Toomey j’ commemorates

Dr. John Toomey, an early American

pioneer in research and treatment of polio

and contagious diseases.

This periodical is now sent from Chagrin

Falls, Ohio, to nearly 5,000 respiratory

polios, other severely disabled people, and

interested doctors and friends all over the

U.S,, and to 63 overseas countries, and it all

began in this way.

There was a severe polio epidemic in

Cleveland in 1950, and a plea was made for

volunteers to work with polios. One volun-

teer to offer her services was Mrs. Virginia

Wilson Laurie ('Gini’). It was whilst work-

ing at the Cleveland Hospital that Gini met

Sue Williams.

After two years in the hospital, Sue gradu-

ated from an iron lung to a lifetime of de-

pendency on a rocking breathing bed, and

returned to her home where she was cared

for by her husband and children. She, and

many others like her, were eager to share

their experiences, and their solution to the

problems of horizontal living. This need for

continued communication was solved when

Sue and her friend, Gini Laurie, produced a

mimeographed newsletter under the title

Toomeyj Gazette as a rehabilitation project.

 

The first issue ran to 125 copies, the second

to 250; they abandoned mimeographing,

and progressed to offset printing. And with

each issue since, their circulation has been

growing like a chain letter.

They shanghaied heads and hands to help

them; their husbands and their friends, who

became ‘vertieal’ volunteers. They built up

a staff of ‘horizontal’ editors —~ severely dis-

abled friends around the world—to help

with the writing and the research concern-

ing the extremely disabled. In 1963, they

had 26 ‘horizontal‘ editors and correspond-

ents, and 17 regular ‘vertical’ editors —

plus a large crew of Chagrin Falls friends

always ready to do anything that needed

doing.

They have been granted the status of a

non - profit, tax - deductible organisation

under the name of ‘Iron Lung Polios, Inc.’,

which has enabled them to receive grants

from the Cleveland Foundation and other

 

  



charitable bodies.

Sue Williams is typical of the new and

growing quadriplegic population that has

come into existence with the use of anti-

bodies. These ‘quads’, as the Americans

call them, are youthful, ingenious and

healthy. Yes, healthy! But they are unable

to move. Generally speaking, they must be

fed, bathed, dressed, wheeled or carried —

even their noses must be scratched. And the

respiratory polios must be breathed by

mechanical devices. Yet they still have their

heads.

Amongst special issues of Toomey j

Gazette, there was one last year devoted to

communications by the severely disabled.

It included items on writing as a career,

solutions to the problems of typewriting and

telephoning with useless hands, as well as

ham radio and tape-correspondence as

avocations.

Another special issue featured higher edu-

cational achievements of the severely

disabled—such as lawyers who have re~

ceived their education at home by telephone,

doctors who have finished their medical

training wearing portable iron lungs, col-

lege students who ‘attend’ college from their

iron lungs, and undergraduates, PhD’s, and

fellowship owners who attend college and

graduate school in wheelchairs, some with

portable respiratory equipment.

The Gazette has several regular features

of specialised interest to its readers. The

‘Market Place’ is edited by a Cleveland

polio, and carries, exclusively and without

charge, the ads. of the various business ven-

tures of the severely disabled. A Californian

doctor, himself a respiratory polio, has a

feature titled ‘Information Please’, in which

he answers questions of medical interest to

quads.

A fashion article features such things as

blouses glarnourized to conceal a chestpiece

(a portable iron-lung strapped on the chest

and operated by a vacuum-cleaner type of

blower).

A number of exciting projects have been

initiated and sponsored by the staff of

Toomey j Gazette. National attention was

directed to the unique art show in 1960,

entitled ‘First International Paralysed Art-

ists’ Exhibit’. The majority of the exhibitors

had one thing in common: the loss of func-

tional use of their hands. Among these was

Elizabeth Twistington-Higgins,~ English ex-

ballerina, who is not unknown to some

‘Cheshire Smile’ readers.

Our new severely disabled population,

requiring attendant care and assistance with
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the activities of daily living and working, is

seriously hampered in its desire for self-

rehabilitation by lack of public awareness

and lack of co-ordinated voluntary and

government aid. This applies to the UK.

as much as to the U.S. The Toamey j

Gazette, as the spokesman for its readers,

has brought their problems to the attention

of the U.S. Department of Health Educa-

tion and Welfare. And in order to clarify

the problems of quadriplegics in general,

they developed a census questionnaire,

which was distributed to readers all over the

world. The findings were tabulated and an

analytical report prepared, in part financed

by the U.S. Vocational Rehabilitation

Administration.

With the information on the census forms

and their growing files of correspondence,

they are accumulating a unique library of

subjective source material on quadriplegics.

The census survey and the letters indicate

that their most important need is immediate

planning for the future, when, with the

deaths of their parents who now care for

them, they will be faced with the soul-killing

prospect of vegetating in county homes for

the senile. ‘We envision small, homelike,

residence-care centres throughout the coun-

try. These would be organised through the

co-operation of Federal, State and local

communities and the various voluntary

agencies which now raise money for pure

research in their special disease entities—

such as polio, multiple sclerosis, cerebral

palsy, muscular dystrophy, arthritis, etc.

In such homes, with a well-rounded assort-

ment of chronic disabilities, the residents

would participate in the management, and

would share their remaining abilities to en-

gage in profitable businesses and creative

work, and thus pay all or part of their own

expenses and have the opportunity to live —

not merely to exist.’

The aim of Toomeyj Gazette has been ‘to

reach, to inform, and to dignify all respira-

tory polios and all other severely disabled

young adults throughout the world.’ Fol-

lowing out these aims, ‘The Cheshire Smile’

has been asked to drop the hint that the

Taomey j Gazette is sent, free of charge,

anywhere in the world, to severely disabled

people, whatever the disablement, respira-

tory polio, traumatic quadriplegic, multiple

sclerosis, cerebral palsy, rheumatoid arthri—

tis, muscular dystrophy, etc. etc. Just apply

to Taamey j Gazette, Box 149, Chagrin

Falls, Ohio, USA.  
  



 

 

 

 
 

                

  

 

THE SOUTH WEST

Regional Editor, Pamela Harvey

No news from St. Teresa’s or Hawthorn

Lodge. We hope our friends at these Homes

are all well, however, and that we shall have

news from them before my next bulletin is

due. How about it?

Summer has really arrived. Cann House

has been out quite a bit. An outing made

more enjoyable by fine weather was a trip

out on the high seas with the Royal Navy in

EMS. Venus on the 22nd May. A similar

trip has been arranged for the 22nd July,

this time in H.M.S. Eastbourne. These trips

are arranged between the Friends of Dis—

abled and the Royal Navy each year and

are thoroughly enjoyed by all who go on

board.

We have been having some indoor enter-

tainment too, visits from concert parties and

choirs, and some most interesting and

colourful slide shows.

In May we were delighted to have a visit

from Dr. Cheshire and his wife Dame Mary

Cheshire, it was indeed nice to meet them

both. We have also been pleased to have

visits from Lord and Lady St. Levan, the

retiring Lord Mayor and his wife and the

Commander in Chief of Plymouth.

In view of the forthcoming alterations to

the Home we are not having an Open Day

this year, but we shall most probably hold a

Coffee Morning later in the year, when

people will, we hope, be able to buy their

Christmas presents and cards.

Some of our residents were pleased to

accept an invitation to the Exeter Air Show

in June and it was a perfect day for the out—

ing. Another outing thoroughly enjoyed was

a trip to see our friends at Greathouse,

where a big welcome awaited us.

WEST OF ENGLAND

Regional Editor, Bab Hug/12s

  

£5,000 is the colossal target aimed at by the

Patron of the Cotswold Home, Lady Dowty,

to assist pay ofl‘ the original debt and the

addition incurred by building repairs this

year. Various events were staged to do this

culminating in a mammoth ‘Cotswold

Market’ at the Town Hall on November

11th. Also noteworthy was a ‘Continental

Evening' held in the grounds of Lady

Dowty’s house, which raised £1,000.

Evelyn and Albert enjoyed an exchange

holiday at St. Bridget‘s, and we had the

pleasure of Sheila and Willum in their place.

For the second year, we were the guests of

the Cirencester Operatic and Dramatic

Society for an excellent production. An-

other half—day trip, covering beauty spots in

northern Gloucestershire, was a tremendous

hit. A trip to be remembered was given by

Mrs. P. Barrett with her group of Friends,

cruising down the river Avon on a Wednes-

day afternoon. A member of our Manage-

ment Committee, Mr. W. Curtis, and his

wife, entertained us to a sumptuous tea at

their home, Lasborough Park near Tetbury.

They were ably assisted by members of

Dursley Rotary and Inner Wheel.

 



From Greathouse comes the following

bulletin:

We now have thirty-two residents living

in the Home. This is the maximum number

we can take at the moment, and they were

all very pleased indeed to meet Professor

Cheshire and Dame Mary Cheshire when

they visited us a short time ago.

A most enjoyable visit was paid by most

of the residents to Longleat House when the

Women’s Voluntary Service very kindly

organised transport in private cars, and they

provided a picnic tea. Also our Patron, Mr.

Garnett, invited all our residents and staff

to tea at his home at Fosbury Manor, and

we were able to enjoy what must be a unique

show of whole hillsides yellow with daffo-

dils. Later, a Handicapped Rally was held

at the Earl of Pembroke’s home, Wilton

House. A large contingent went from Great-

house. For both these outings transport was

most kindly provided by the Royal Air

Force, Lyneham.

In June at Dyrham Park a large County

Ball was organized by the younger people

living in the district. Over one thousand

people attended. The Group-Captain wrote

from Delhi a foreword to the programme:

‘It was here in Delhi that the first Red

Feather Ball was held, and it is from here

that I send my warmest wishes for a happy

and successful evening at Dyrham Park. I

long to see more beds available at Great-

house and Greenhill House because we have

to turn away so many applications and I am

deeply grateful for the new hope that this

Ball offers.’

We end on a sad note tinged with sunlight

in that Len Lloyd and Percy Nelmes, who

manfully put up with their disability, died

this Spring. They we feel sure are happy

now that their disability has been removed.

From Greenhill House comes an account of

their summerholiday:

It was with a sense of high adventure that

thirteen out of a possible sixteen of the Resi-

dents at Greenhill House Cheshire Home,

Timsbury, near Bath, set out on 27th June,

for our first holiday as a complete Home.

We were joined by a number of local Red

Cross handicapped friends, so that with

nursing staff, the party totalled twenty-six.

Leaving at 8.0 o’clock in the morning, we

went by ambulance with a police escort in

case of traffic problems, to Temple Meads

Station, Bristol, where we entrained in a

special carriage for Exeter. The carriage

took all the wheelchairs, securely tied down
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to the floor. Everyone could see out of the

windows. At Exeter, the carriage was shunt-

ed into a siding. More ambulances awaited,

also a lorry kindly provided by a TA. Medi-

cal Unit for the wheelchairs, and three-

quarters of an hour later we arrived at our

hotel in Exrnouth.

For the next week, the fine weather con-

tinued, except for one half day, and when

the time came to return, we were nearly all

burnt brOWn, red or peeling!

The proprietor and proprietress of the

hotel and their helpers did everything pos-

sible to make our stay a comfortable and

happy one. We went for two bus trips in

glorious Devon, won prizes at the local

Bingo session, and were taken for a river

trip by the Exmouth Rotary Club.

Angus bathed, Ethel caught a mackerel

from her wheelchair in a boat, we had our

photos in the local paper and went to a

number of concerts and evening entertain-

ments. Everyone was wonderfully kind. The

Red Cross, Toc H and the Rotary Club all

helped our party, and even strangers ap-

peared and asked if they could push a chair

for a bit. I have never met such openhearted

kindness as was shown to us.

At last, a week later the time came to go

home, This time, we went all the way by rail

from Exmouth to Bristol in the same carri-

age that brought us down, and we arrived at

Greenhill House by ambulance from Temple

Meads Station.

Our thanks are due to the Somerset and

Devon Ambulance Services, British Rail-

ways, the British Red Cross Society, who

helped raise some of the money for the holi-

day, and numerous clubs, societies and

individuals at Exmouth, who made our

holiday such a success.

 
  



NORTH OF ENGLAND

Regional Editor, Dudley V. Kite/1mg

The residents of Kenmore, West Riding

Cheshire Home, Cleckheaton, are deeply

indebted to Mr. Pryer, Leeds area Manager

of Romeo, Ltd. for the very generous gift of

a rotary duplicator, upon which we shall be

able to produce our future newsletters.

The fourth annual Fete was held on June

13th. Again, thanks to the education autho-

rities, the board of governors and the head—

master, it was held in the grounds of the

Whitcliffe Mount Grammar School, Cleck-

heaton. Mr. Barney Colehan, BBC pro-

ducer, accompanied by Mrs. Colehan and

their two daughters, opened the Fete,

praising the work done by the Cheshire

Homes, and remarking on the lack of pub-

licity they received in the national press.

Amongst the many attractions must be

mentioned (for they are good friends to the

Cheshire Homes) the Dewsbury Polio

Archers, and the beat group known as ‘Dr.

Who and the Daleks’ also from Dewsbury.

The ‘Dr.’ is a son of Pat Murphy. one of our

_ residents.

By the time this is in print it is understood

that work will have commenced in building

an occupational therapy room at Kenmore;

and two events, organised by the residents,

will have taken place: the Residents’ Wel-

fare Committee’s annual outing — this time

to Bridlington — on August 12th, at which

we are again availing ourselves of the Leeds

Welfare department’s special buses; and on

the 16th September the Second Autumn

Fayre to aid the residents’ welfare fund will

be held in the grounds of Kenmore, by kind

permission of the House Committee. Sir

William Fenton, M.C., J.P., a very good

friend and benefactor to Kenmore, has

kindly consented to open the ‘Fete’.

From the Lake District Home, Holehird,

comes the news that the Patients’ Commit-

tee is very active, and many plans are afoot,

the chief one being the purchase of hens, a

henhouse and run, in order that funds can

be raised by the produce of eggs.

   

Constant efforts are being held for the

equipment fund, which now stands at the

sum of £103, this fund being quite separate

from the Patients‘ Welfare Fund.

Two extremely successful and very happy

outings have been planned and carried out,

one to Morecambe when 25 patients an-

joyed a day by the sea, thanks to volunteer

car drivers. The second outing was to

Ravenglass. once again thanks to those who

gave up their time and brought their cars

for the journey. On this trip a journey was

made on the miniature railway. For both

these events the weather was glorious, and

everyone had a wonderful time. We Were

most grateful to the staff at the cafes where

excellent lunches were enjoyed, both at

Morecambc and at Ravenglass,

On Sunday June 28th Chairmen and Hon,

Treasurers of the various Support Groups

visited Holehird with their wives and

families. The purpose of the meeting was to

exchange news and views, and it is hoped

that this will be the forerunner of many

more such visits. On behalf of all present,

the Chaiman of the Home, Mr. A. L.

Dickson, expressed very great regret that

Matron would be leaving in mid-July, and

wished her God-speed. He also expressed,

on behalf of all connected with Holehird,

the warmest appreciation for all she had

done to build up the Home, and to make it

a real home in every sense of the word.

In the discussion, reference was made to

the desirability of extending the facilities for

occupational therapy, and for providing

electrically propelled chairs for the patients.

The Chaimian said there was always the

possibility that the Home might be called

upon to provide additional accommodation

for more patients.

Marske Hall reports: Situated as We are,

here on the north-east coast, we are very

rarely free from the stiff breezes which

make sitting out of doors something of an

endurance test; we are therefore looking

forward to the completion of a sun-trap in a

corner of the garden. This is being built by a

former Commissioner of Scouts, who has

chosen this generous way of using money

subscribed for his retirement presentation.

We have had the pleasure of meeting a

number of residents from other Cheshire

Homes on holiday visits, and hearing the

impressions of our own on their return

from similar jaunts. These exchanges per-

mit a wider view of ‘Home Life’ and, even if

there is an occasional murmur of disappro-

val when a newcomer unwittingly usurps a

regular from a favoured spot, they are bene-   

        



ficial to all concerned.

A recent event at Marske Hall was some-

What out of the ordinary: a German male

voice choir had come primarily to put on a

concert at nearby Redcar in aid of our

funds, but they called on us and, as well as

singing beautifully, brought a large number

of home—made articles as souvenirs.

Also ‘different’ was a coach trip to

Ampleforth College, where the senior boys

acted as escorts on a most interesting tour of

the Abbey, Monastery and College.

The correspondent at Spofforth Hall,

Harrogate writes: A fashion show was held

at the Hall on 15th April which raised over

£100. Great credit is due to the organisers

for a wonderful show.

Our first ever ‘Feather Day’ took place in

Wetherby on 23rd May and realised over

£78. Our sincere thanks are due to the or-

ganisers, the helpers and all who bought

‘Feathers’.

At the Residents” Annual Meeting on

25th May it was decided to increase the

Residents’ Committee from 5 to 9.

It was a great pleasure to have Group

Captain Cheshire with us on 19th June.

Although his visit was very brief he found

time to have a talk with each resident.

Judging by the questions he asked it was

obvious he has our interests very much at

heart.

A long awaited outing to Scarborough

and its famous open air theatre for the pro-

duction of “South Pacific’ took place on

Thursday 2nd July. The outing had been

made possible through the kindness of Miss

J. Wiseman who teaches embroidery and

rug making at the Home, and to a group of

friends connected with St. James C. of E.

Church, Scarborough who provided an

excellent tea at the Church Hall and made

all the arrangements in Scarborough and

defrayed the cost of tickets etc.

At the invitation of the Yorkshire County

Cricket Club a small party of us were able

to watch the fourth day’s play in the Test

Match at Headingley, Leeds on 6th July.

Preparations are in hand for our Annual

Garden Fete which will be held on the 12th

of September. The residents are busy mak-

ing and collecting articles for the various

stalls they will be running. We are hoping to

improve on the £200 that we (the residents)

made at the 1962 Fete. The Fete Committee

are also working very hard to exceed the

figure of £1,300 raised at the 1962 Fete.
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SOUTH OF ENGLAND

Regional Editor, Rosa I. Searle

Heatherley, like several other Homes, is

still developing, and at the A.G.M. the need

was stressed for the physiotherapy room

and more staff quarters. The new extension

would take up the existing car park when

the time arrived to build. Space for a new

car park was found, and a lovely tarmaced

drive gave access to a three-acre field only

acquired on the day of the fete.

The annual fete was held early in June,

and despite torrential rain which dampened

everything except people’s generosity, it was

an outstanding success, bringing in the

largest profit yet of £1,100.

The new Matron, Miss Alison Watts,

took up her position early in May. She is

slowly and surely winning the attections of

all the residents, who hope the happiness

she is bringing to them is reciprocal.

The family gave a wonderful party in May

for the Management Committee, staff and

many friends. The Caterham Friends under-

took to prepare all the eats, waited at table

and cleared up afterwards.

Several exchange visits have taken place

during these last few months. Five people

from the Lake District Home spent a happy

month at Heatherley, going out with the

family several times in the coach. One trip

was to Brighton, along the front to Peace-

haven, then inland to Ashdown Forest,

where we all unloaded for a picnic meal.

Other outings have been to a garden party

at Crawley Down, by invitation of the

Multiple Sclerosis Society, and to the home

of Lord Colrain in Kent. Mr. Bill Looker

takes the family out once a month on a

mystery tour, and everyone thoroughly

enjoys these. .

Heatherley’s gardens are exceptionally

lovely this year, due no doubt, to the many

hours of hard labour put into them by Mr.

Geoffrey Venables.

Through the efforts of Mrs. P. Farrell,

Heatherley’s Chairman. the family have

acquired two Sleyride and a Monodrive in-

door electric chairs. These make the life of  
  



 

the chairbound so very much easier besides

lightening the work for the staff.

The last piece of good news is that Craw-

ley has formed a working committee in aid

of Heatherley.

Over 3,000 people came to the Le Court

fete in July; it was the best ever, opened by

Terry Scott and Hugh Lloyd of TV fame.

The car park attendants reported over 860

cars. Approximately £2,450 was raised, over

£200 ofthis by the Residents’ stall.

Le Court‘s newsletter has now reached its

sixtieth issue. It is the work of the whole

family who duplicate, fold, address and

stamp envelopes, and distribute between 700

and 1,000 copies each month.

The hairdressing salon continues to excite

comment, although we question their claim

to be the best hairdressed Cheshire Home.

Another Home very near them also sets a

very high standard of hairdressing. Why not

a competition ?

The Holidays for the Disabled Week was

held at Caister-on-Sea in Norfolk this year.

Ten residents, Matron and several volun-

tary helpers were there; by all accounts it

was the finest ever.

The films “Living Proof’ and ‘Living

Waters’ continue to be money-raisers for the

Home, and when shown at Swanmore £21

was collected, which is being used for new

curtains. The Film Unit have acquired

enough money from one of the charitable

foundations to start work on their next film.

History was made when some of the resi-

dents went to the local village, Greatham,

and voted in the R.D.C. elections for the

first time.

Having six outings in one month, apart

from various entertainments, life at Le

Court could never be dull. The Home seems

to have roped in some very willing and able

volunteers from H.M.S. Collingwood, the

R.N. Electrical School near Gosport. They

have offered to visit the Home every Tues-

day evening, and have already washed down

walls, helped with gadgets, cleaned and

maintained wheelchairs, and many other

jobs.

Le Court are going all out- to start further

Support Groups in Hampshire; new ones

will soon be starting up in the Isle of Wight,

Alton, Basingstoke, Bournemouth and Ems-

worth. The Management Committee of this

Home certainly has an eye for the future.

 

   
LONDONANDTHESOUTHEAST

Regional Edilor, Norman Whiteley

Wimbledon. Although the Wimbledon Hos-

tels Barbecue took place on Saturday 13th

June, many weeks of preparation led up to

it. The evening before, nothing seemed

really ready—apart, possibly, from a moun-

tain of cooked sausages. Moreover, we had

a heavy thunderstorm and, as it poured

down with rain, we looked forward grimly

to the prospect of sausages for breakfast,

dinner, tea, supper, breakfast, dinner. . . .

To get through them all, even Bonny, the

new kitten at Miraflores, and Gregory, the

guinea-pig at Gaywood, would have to play

their part. In the midst of this, one of our

most ardent local helpers arrived with a

present of— yet another mountain of saus-

ages! Once again the kitchen was turned

into a sausage factory. . . .

The weather cleared though, and some-

how, the next evening the garden of Gay-

Wood was brightly festooned with bunting,

set out with eye-catching (and money-

catching) sideshows, and people were arriv-

ing and quietly enjoying themselves, without

any signs of What We Had Been Through.

In one corner was the Barbecue stall, which

was so expertly presented that many people

thought that a local catering firm had arr-

anged it. In another corner was a wine-

tasting stall—which was run by a local

firm. Another highlight was a guitar group,

formed out of a church youth organization

whose members devote much of their spare

time to helping others.

Although cloudy, it stayed dry, and every-

thing went well. As it grew dark, the col-

oured lights created a radiant atmosphere

and, after the handing out of prizes, the

people went home after an enjoyable even-

ing out.

Deserving special mention are those who

worked away in the bustling kitchens of

both houses.

We were very pleased that Leonard

Cheshire was able to come to the Barbecue.

He stayed the night at Gaywood, in the loft,  



and was plied with barbecue left-overs the

next morning at Miraflores. Never before

have so many residents turned up for Sun-

day morning breakfast. . . .

Athol House has a lot of panelling in the

hall, in the lounge, and part of the dining

room, and because of the central heating it

was getting very dry. The Pilgrims” Catholic

Scooter Club cleaned down the walls in the

hall and afterwards polished them up. The

lounge and dining room were treated in the

same way by the Training Colleges Scout

and Guide Federation.

Angus Geddes, who has recently been

given a shore job after serving in H.M.S.

Ark Royal, has been putting in some hard

work with various friends. They have built

a ramp for us so that we can get out on to

the top lawn.

The Student Christian Movement in

Schools are planning to paint the outside of

the house in the summer.

At the end of June, some of our people

went to Shell Mex House for the first show-

ing of G.C.’s film of the Tangier Home,

afterwards in the cocktail lounge we met

CC. and Angus Geddes introduced us to

people who have helped in Tangier which

gave real meaning to the help we have given

them.

WEST MIDLANDS

Regional Editor, Tom Dugdale

Summer at last, and St. Anthony’s welcomed

it with a coach trip to Rhyl, made possible

by the generosity of one of our friends and

his associates. The coach used was a speci-

ally constructed one, the rear panel letting

down to form a powered lift platform. The

Cannock Association for the Disabled lent

us the vehicle.

Since we last wrote, the building of the

extension has come on apace, and the last

tile (a fleche) was put in position with a

topping~out ceremony on July 2nd.

We celebrated St. Anthony’s Day with a

picnic given to the men by the Church of
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England Men’s Society (it was only coin-

cidence that the outing was planned for this

day), and a tea party for the ladies. These

were followed by a swing session.

We have had two exchange holidays with

other Homes. Ray Fisher spent a fortnight

at St. Teresa’s in exchange for Len Harper,

and Meg Haynes went to Seven Rivers in

exchange for Hilda Singleton.

Tommy has had another spell in hospital,

where many of his visitors got ticked off for

trying to see him after hours. He is now

known as ‘Hopalong Cassidy’, and his plas-

tered foot sticking out in front of his chair

acts as an early-warning system when he

careers around comers.

Since our last jottings, two of our resi-

dents have left, and we wish them luck in

their new surroundings. To Nurse Cave and

Nursing Orderly George Greaves, who have

also moved on, we wish Godspeed. How we

miss George’s war stories — they even beat

Tommy’s.

On June 20th Group Captain Cheshire

opened the new Home for Mentally Handi-

capped Children, The Green, Christleton,

Cheshire. The ceremony took place in

the garden at 2 p.m., after which the

entire assembly was guided through the

now beautiful Home to the Vicar’s garden

next door where the village fete opened at

3 p.m. All the proceeds of the fete (in the

end they amounted to £370) had been prom-

ised to the new Home. A welcome cheque

was presented to the Treasurer on July

10th, and the event celebrated with sherry

all round.

A flag day was held in April at Chester in

aid of The Green, and £245 was raised. On

the same day, the draw for the raffle, which

brought in a further £620, was made at the

Home.

The Family at The Hill, Sandbach, con-

tinues to grow. Cath Nokes came to us

from Greathouse, and with Hilda Smith,

Rose Boone and Cathy Reece, brought our

lady membership up to ten, We have also

welcomed Charlie Fisher and Bill Carey to

bring our male strength to fourteen.

On May the 3rd, we had an Open Day for

the first time. On the same day, Mrs.

Egerton, who had been our Matron for over

two years, left us and was replaced by Miss

Caldwell, who says she will be here only for

a short period. We all hope she will stay

much longer than she intends.

June 20th brought our annual garden

fete, with all the bustle and noise, the mar-

quees and stalls, the children in fancy dress,

and the amazingly well-trained police dogs.  
  



 

The weather was kind, and the proceeds

amounted to £430.

 

 

WALES

Regional Editor,

The highlight of Dolywem’s summer this

year was the first visit to the Home of Group

Captain Cheshire. He came to open our fete

on the Saturday, but arrived the previous

night. Before he retired he went round all

the residents’ rooms wishing them good-

night, and on the Saturday morning he

talked to everybody and took photographs

of the Home. In his opening speech, G.C.

said how pleased he was to visit Dolywern

and how beautiful he found it, the new ex-

tension was wonderful. The latter had cost

£13,000, but the money raised at the fete

(£1,600) would go towards it. He then went

on to speak of his recent journeys in Asia

and Australasia.

Twice a week art classes have been form-

ed at the Home, and the Toc H members

hold a meeting once a month. Outings have

been to Chester Zoo, Caernarvon, through

the Ceiriog Valley, and to lunch with Sir

Reginald and Lady Williams. In addition,

no less than four choirs have given concerts.

Quite a full bill, and enjoyed by a number

of holiday residents we have had. Unfor-

tunately, we end on a regretful note, the

passing of a well-loved resident, Mrs. L.

Jones, Aunty Lil as she was known to

everyone.

 

 

 

EAST MIDLANDS

Regional Editor, T. M. Gair

First of all, let me start by congratulating

Hovenden on winning the East Midlands

Handicraft Cup. Whilst I have no doubt

that everyone in the area will join me in

these congratulations, let me hasten to warn

Hovenden against complacency, for their

victory will, I am sure, make all other

Homes determined that the cup will have a

new resting place this time next year!

Staunton Harold now has a new Warden,

Mr. H. Vernon, and everyone, residents,

staff, committee and friends join me in

wishing him a long, happy and fruitful stay

with us.

We are pleased to note that ‘G.C.’ once

more paid a flying visit to our area this

quarter. On June 6th, he visited Holme

Lodge. As it was their flag-day, he was able

to give a cheery word of encouragement to

the helpers on what was one of the wettest

and coldest days of the season.

Unfortunately, one or two Homes report

that they have lost residents. At Staunton,

Harold Sabine passed away suddenly, whilst

at Ampthill, Raymond Morfett, who, at 19

was the ‘baby‘ of the family, died whilst on

holiday.

Raymond’s place as Baby of the Family

at Ampthill has been taken by 17-year-old

Jimmy Buswell. Welcome Jimmy, you must

be one of the youngest residents in the East

Midlands, although I know that Stan, at

Staunton, beats you for the record at 16. It

would be interesting to know which of our

Homes has the youngest — and the oldest—

residents. Could my correspondents in the

Homes let me have their claims in time for

the next issue, please?

The Grove has had a loss of another kind,

in the retirement of Matron Woodcock. She

will be sadly missed, for in her 18 months at

Norwich, she has done much to establish

the home as a sound, happy community.

Whilst saying goodbye to Matron Wood-

cock, let us say Welcome to her successor,

who, as Sister Brighton, has been at the

Grove for a year.

Holidays naturally play quite a big part

in the news from all our Homes at this time

of the year. Reports from all speak of the

various comings and goings of the residents,

but it is too long a list to mention here

where everyone went, and in any case, I’d be

sure to drop a ‘clanger’ by forgetting to

mention someone! It is, however, interest-

ing to note that at least three Homes have

made some sort of arrangements whereby

every resident who wishes will have been

able to have a holiday somewhere by the

end of the summer. Congratulations,

Ampthill, Holme Lodge and Staunton.

One of the most notable outings in our



region was the visit of some ofthe Hovenden

gang to the second Test at Nottingham (and

they were able to see some cricket, which is

in itself a bit of an achievement when one

remembers what the weather was like for

that match!). This news is going to cause a

few questions to be asked at Staunton, for I

know that the boys there wrote for tickets,

but were advised not to go by the Notts

C.C.C. secretary on the grounds that the

crowds would be too big! ! !

Ampthill seems to have had plenty of

thrills and excitement in their outings, for

they include a visit to Silverstone, and an-

other to Kew Gardens. This latter might not

seem to be in the ‘exciting’ category, but

when one is coming home down the M1 and

the near-side front tyre of the coach bursts,

then I think it qualifies for the exciting

class! !

I am pleased to see that Toc H is to the

fore once again as regards outings. Their

most notable effort was the lending of a

coach specially designed to carry wheel-

chairs to Seven Rivers for a week. Needless

to say, full advantage of this was taken and

trips were organised every day.

Staunton, too, had their annual outing

with the Ashby branch of Toc H, while the

Holyhead Toc H branch did well in helping

to look after the interests of the Staunton

residents who went to Anglesey on holiday.

Incidentally, the movement continues to

flourish at Staunton, in spite of the branch

losing four of its most active members in the

last twelve months.

Other outstanding news in brief from the

region . . . Holme Lodge has started on its

extension, which will mean they will soon be

able to increase their numbers to 28 or 30,

as well as give improved facilities for both

residents and staff. . . . Holme Lodge sup-

port group at West Bridgford organised a

golf tournament with over 300 golfers tak-

ing part. This was so successful that it is

hoped to make it an annual event. . . . Seven

Rivers have had their drive tarmaced,

which means that it is much easier to move

chairs outside. . . . Most Homes report their

usual long list of voluntary help during the

summer, but Seven Rivers who have had

two or three students every day from the

Training College at Ipswich, is very pleased

to find that one of them decided to stay on

as a full-time member of the stafi“. . . .

Staunton are very grateful to the County

police, who have kept them supplied with

cadets to help on the nursing staff since be-

fore Christmas, whilst others have accom-

panied the residents on their group holidays.
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. . . Ampthill residents are really getting

‘with it’! Two of their entertainments re-

cently have been ‘rhythm sessions’, one by

the Ampthill Youth Club, the other by the

U.S. Air Force from Chicksands. . . . Recent

visitors to The Grove include Dr. and Dame

Mary Cheshire, and the Gideons, who gave

copies of the Testaments to the residents

and Matron and Sister. . . . Staunton’s new

laundry equipment, provided by the

‘Friends’, is now in full use and is enabling

the saving of a large sum on laundry bills.

. . . The engagement of Mavis and Walter

was celebrated at Holme Lodge by residents

and friends with wine and a cake specially

made by Sandra, one of the cooks. . . .

Staunton held a Pre-War Austin 7 and

Vintage Car Rally in May, but weather con-

ditions interfered with it so much that they

are to try repeating it on August Iéth . . .

The East Midlands Region Residents

Family Day is to be held this year on

September 17th when Staunton Harold will

act as hosts. More of that in our next issue.

 

STOP PRESS NEWS

Heatherley are profoundly grateful for an

‘unbelievably magnificent gift’ which has

just come their way. Mr. and Mrs. E. G.

Kleinwort of Haywards Heath visited the

Home in July and were extremely interested.

As a result of their visit, the Ernest Klein-

wort Charitable Foundation, which they

had established, has offered to cover virtu-

ally the entire cost of the new extensions.

 

TENTH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE

The December number will be a special

issue to celebrate the tenth anniversary of

the “Cheshire Smile', which began life at Le

Court in December 1954. Any special

articles for this issue must be received here

by the end of September.

 

DEADLINE FOR NEWS

All news items for the December number

should be received by the Regional Editors

not later than October lst. Regional Bullet-

ins, Letters to the Editor, etc., must be

received here at Le Court by October 12th.

No further notice of these dates will be sent

to the Homes, so please make a note of

them in your diaries.  
  



  

Fred of Cann House speaks

I have been disabled all my life, my age is 55

and I have spent all those years in a wheel-

chair. My home town is Paignton, Devon,

when I was 14% years old I was sent to Guys

Hospital London to be operated on to try

and get me to walk but that was a failure, so

after being four and a half months at the

Hospital I returned to Paignton again.

I had all sorts of treatments including an-

other operation for polio at the Torbay

Hospital, after that I was sent to the City

Hospital at Exeter where I spent three and a

half years. In spite of my trouble I enjoyed

helping others as much as I could.

It was while I was in the City Hospital, I

heard about Cann House and the good work

Group Capt. Cheshire was doing for the

disabled, so I decided on going to Cann

House when the lift was installed. I arrived

  

here in the Summer of 1960 and ever since I

have been here I have been very happy in-

deed, l have found life quite different to

what I experienced before

I am very thankful to Mr. Cullis who is

responsible for taking us out in the bus, I

have had a great many trips.

We get quite a lot of entertainments here

such as film shows, concert parties, Choirs

etc.

I do basket work all the day and I go out

of doors and take a look at the garden. We

get quite a number of visitors and voluntary

workers who are always ready to help and I

mean the staff as well. We have TV in prac-

tically every room in the house. I go to bed

about 10 p.m. Yes, I am very happy here at

Cann House.

Fred Elliott

Spofiorth Hall Personalities—Mrs Phyllis Jones

No gallery of our personalities could be

complete without the inclusion of Mrs.

Phyllis Jones, who has probably been our

most faithful voluntary worker and is the

only one who has been connected with the

Home since the beginning, over five years

ago.

Before the Home opened, Phyllis, as she

is affectionately known to the Residents,

spent many hours cleaning and decorating

the house. In this work she was helped by

her husband, her son and her twin daught-

ers. Since the Home opened she has attend-

ed every week, sometimes in very bad

weather, to wash and mend our clothes.

Phyllis was born at Sale in Cheshire and

is therefore almost a Mancurian. During

the war she served with the Quaker Relief

Service. Since 1942 has been associated with

 

Wennington School, where her husband is

a teacher, first at Wennington and now at

Wetherby. It would be very hard to find a

person with a greater love for Spofi'orth

Hall and also the Cheshire Foundation and

has shown it by the devoted and willing way

in which she has helped us in so many ways

and has made it seem that we 'were doing

her a favour in allowing her to help us. It

can be truly said that Phyllis has shared in

all our joys and sustained us in our dark

days.

Much more could be written about the

sterling quality of Phyllis but I think they

can best be summed up by saying that her

hobby seems to be the helping of good

causes.

Joseph Twist

Resident    



 
“You say the ache in this leg is due to old age?

Well the other leg is the same age and that feels fine.”
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Holidays for the disabled
 

 

FOR the second year in succession, I was

privileged to attend the holiday camp at

Caister-on—Sea for the week which was or-

ganised by the ‘Holidays for the Disabled’

Committee, in conjunction with the Camp

owner, Mr. Tom Watson, and, as last year,

thoroughly enjoyed myself.

I am bound to admit that, prior to last

year, I had looked upon the idea of having

a holiday at such a camp with a certain

amount of disdain. One of my principal

thoughts when going on holiday was to try

to get away from disability as much as pos-

sible. However, being the type of person

who will ‘try anything once’, I went last

year, and enjoyed myself so much that I

decided there and then that, if possible, this

was to be an annual event for me. So it was

with eager anticipation that I joined some

480 or so other people, disabled and their

helpers, for this year’s holiday in May.

It was to a large extent, a re-union of old

friends, for the majority of those present

were people whom we had met last year,

and therefore it did not take us long to

settle in and enjoy ourselves, and enjoy our-

selves we most surely did.

This year, the weather was kind to us.

The sun shone, and it was much warmer

than last year throughout the week, which

enabled us to really enjoy the fresh sea

breezes (one of my friends referred to them

as ‘ruddy howling galesl’) almost every day.

The organisation was very good, and enter-

tainment of some sort was laid on for every

morning, afternoon and evening of the

week we were there. The one complaint

which our party made was that they could

not find time to write the cards which all

their friends had made them promise to

send!

As well as entertainment on the Camp it-

self, the Committee had organised such

things as shopping expeditions to Great

Yarrnouth daily, mystery coach tours, trips

 

on the Norfolk Broads, and a visit to Ner.

wich Cathedral. I think nearly everyone on

the Camp took advantage of at least one of

these ‘eXtras’, and indeed many of us tried

the lot!

Such a holiday would be absolutely im-

possible without a large contingent of help-

ers, and I know that every disabled person

present will agree with me when I say that

we had the most wonderful bunch of men

and women it has ever been my pleasure to

meet, and they spared no effort to make this

a really memorable week. Coming from all

walks of life, from the ordinary man-in-the-

street, who had given up a week of his

annual holiday, to the company director,

they had only one thing in mind, to give us

a good time! We were told on the first night

that, should we require any kind of assist-

ance at all, we were just to ask any of these

helpers recognisable by a red flash and a

name-badge, bearing Christian name only,

Whether we knew them or not, and it would

be alright and I must say that, to my know-

ledge, no-one ever refused, no matter how

awkward the request. These helpers, too,

were very much to the fore in making the

evening parties, etc., in the ballroom go

with a real swing.

I cannot speak too highly, either, of the

staff of the Camp itself. From the chaps who

drove the tractor with its specially construc-

ted trailer for transporting wheel chairs

around the Camp, to Alan Hughes, the man

with the wonderful personality who helped

to organise the entertainments. Nothing was

too much bother for them. ‘

I was personally very pleased to see that

the Cheshire Homes were represented by Le

Court, White Windows, Staunton Harold,

Greathouse and Ampthill.

As I know that a lot of the ‘Holidays for

the Disabled’ Committee read the ‘Cheshire

Smile’, may I, as one of the ordinary dis—

abled who were able to come to the Camp,    



say, on behalf of all the others, a simple but

sincere “Thank You’ to everyone who did

anything to give us all such a wonderful

holiday.

The Caister Week described on the opposite

page inspired two anonymous helper: at the

Camp to write the following short essays.

The Chosen People

SOMEWHERE in the world there is a happy

band of people whose members are spread

through many lands.

You will find them — if you search —

among the rich and the poor; the high and

the low; the coloured and the white; in

every creed and religion. Their numbers are

few, but from time to time some ordained

occasion brings them together that they

may come to know each other.

Where or when they will meet cannot be

foreseen, but it will be at a place where

someone is in want of help and understand-

ing, and at a time when these gifts are des-

perately needed. How they will know one

another they cannot tell. Yet, at the right

time, some word, look or thought will strike

the spark.

Such as these have the priceless gift of

understanding; of knowing how to enter the

hearts of others in order to learn of their

suflerings and, having learned, help to re-

lieve that suffering by giving freely of their

own strength and spirit.

How few these people are; how difficult

to find, for they always walk alone. Yet they

are worth seeking, for they are the Chosen

People who have learned the true meaning

of happiness!

Some of this happy band came to Caister

Camp again this year.

Enriched

I wonder if disabled people realise how

much they give to those who try to help

them. As a helper at the Caister Holiday

Camp in May my life was made so much

more worth while by being with them.

We who helped were tremendously en-

riched by finding something to do that

helped other people. We have been particu-

larly moved by the eflect on the disabled

who live at home, or in lonely circumstances

and have not had a holiday for a long time.

They found it hard to believe that anyone

would want to make life easier for them.
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There can be a partnership between the

helper and the helped with no consciousness

of disability —just two people working to-

gether. No-one, fit or disabled, can live a

full life by himself alone. We can only

experience love and fulfilment by whole—

heartedly giving to one another according

to our individual talents. '

'
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Mrs P E Woolley

 

  

Club for disabled radio hams
 

AMATEUR RADIO is a subject that rarely

makes headlines unless some ‘Ham’ hears

an SOS from a raft in the Pacific, or a re-

quest for drugs is picked up from Eastern

Europe and passed on to the Red Cross;

but in fact there are, all over the world,

many thousands of men and women who

spend their spare time listening to short

wave broadcasts on the wavelengths allotted

to the Amateur Transmissions by Inter-

national agreement, and as many again who

are licensed to make transmissions on these

wavelengths. With the necessary equipment

t is possible to communicate either by

speech, morse code, or even teleprinter, with

people near or far—to discuss technical

problems, the weather, everyday affairs, to

make life~long friends, or to meet once and

never again.

It does not require much stretch of the

imagination to realise what an ideal hobby

this is for invalids and blind people; those

whose horizons are physically limited to

four walls. And it is a field in which the

handicapped are on level terms with every-

one else, no concessions are made in the

examinations necessary to obtain a trans-

mitting licence, except that the written exam

may be taken orally and at home, and like-

wise the morse test. The written exam

which is by the City and Guilds of London

requires a basic knowledge of electricity and

magnetism, of the construction of radio

equipment and the propagation of signals,

together with the study of the rules and

regulations laid down by the G.P.O. regard-

ing the amount of power permitted and the

procedure that must be followed. The

G.P.O. also give the morse test, which in-

volves the sending and receiving of the code

at a minimum 12 words a minute.

The Radio Amateur Invalid-and Bedfast

Club was founded ten years ago, it's aim

being to provide added interest and help to

invalids and blind persons who are, or who

 

wish to become short wave listeners or

licensed Radio Amateurs. The fact that

there are now over 170 members of the

Club, and as many more supporters and

helpers both in practical and financial ways,

speaks for the success of the venture. Mem-

bership is free, the monthlyjournal, ‘Radial’

costs a minimum of 45. pa. The members

are helped to obtain equipment for their

hobby and to study for the transmitting

exams, there is a Club Library, special

stationery for the exchange of signal reports,

and Club get-togethers are held on the 80

metre (3.7 megacycles) short—wave band

twice weekly for the benefit of both listeners

and transmitting members alike.

Although the members are scattered all

over the British Isles and the chances of

many of them ever meeting personally are

slight, a great feeling of friendship exists,

and practically all the work of administra-

tion and help is done by members them—

selves. For example, the Club’s monthly

magazine is read onto tape by invalids for

blind members, a blind member is teaching

morse to a sighted invalid — in a way it is a

community life not unlike that experienced

by living in one of the Cheshire Homes, and'

indeed there are Club members resident in

six Homes already, as many of you may

know. It has long been the wish of Group

Captain Cheshire that a network of Cheshire

Home short-wave stations should develop

both in the British Isles and overseas, to

further the spirit ofcomradeship that already

exists, and if the Radio Amateur Invalid

and Bedfast Club can assist any individual

or group of persons to achieve that aim, the

Hon. Secretary—Mrs. F. E. Woolley, 10

Sturton Road, Saxilby, Lincoln, or the

Cheshire Homes Representative Mr. T.

Dugdale, The Hill, Sandbach, Cheshire,

will be very pleased to supply further details

and help in every possible way.  
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BATH TIME

Water in the bath tub, crystal clear and warm.

Ready for the youngster, with his podgy, dimpled form.

Plastic fish and rubber duckling float serenely by,

Waiting for the toddler, and his endless cries of, why?

Puddles on the bathroom floor, splashes on the walls,

Soaking bathmat, warming bathtowel, drowsy cries of more;

One last game with plastic fish, one last game With duck,

Then into bed, well scrubbed, well fed, and nice clean thumb to suck.

Bathtime for the modern miss, pungent, scented, hot.

Painted toe-nails, plunging neckline, piled up hair, the lot.

Standing in the soapy water, looks with deep disgust,

At her lovely, youthful body, firmly rounded bust,

Gazing in the misted mirror, wonders with a sigh,

Will he kiss me? Does he love me? love me till I die.

Poor deluded little miss, lately seventeen,

Life’s too short, and your’e too young, to ponder might-have-beens.

‘Dot’ (Heatherley)  



   

   

  

 

   

THE RULE OF ANY HOME SHOULD BE

ENOUGH FOR YOU, ENOUGH FOR ME

THE URGE TO HELP THE FALLING RISE

AND SEE IN THAT, LIFES FINEST PRIZE

TO SHORTEN DISTANCE, WHEN THE PAIN

MAKES EVERY STEP IN LIFE A STRAIN

TO SEEK AND FIND WITH PURPOSE TRUE

THE BEST I HAVE TO SHARE, WITH YOU

MY TROUBLES IF I DO PRESENT

TO ADD TO YOURS, IS NEVER MEANT

BUT AS I THINK WE’RE ALL AWARE

TROUBLES ARE HALVED, WHEN THEM W’E SHARE

‘PERHAPS THE LOGIC HERE SO PLAIN

WOULD MAKE US FEEL SO WELL AGAIN

WITH MANY HELPERS OF THE BEST

TO EVER KEEP THE MIND AT REST

AND SPUR ON,‘ WITH SIMPLE ART

TO GIVE CONTENTMENT TO THE HEART

THE BAD BARD

a
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Dudley Kitching of Kenmore has suggested

the formation of a Cheshire Homes Record-

ing Club for tape recorder enthusiasts.

There are many advantages he says in being

an organised body — eg cheaper tapes and

the building up of a library of pro-record-

ings.

He has ofiered his own services in the

preparatory work of forming the club, and

asks all those interested to send him particu—

lars of their machines, whether they are

twin-track, four-track, single-speed, twin-

speed, maximmn size of reel, etc. All this

information would have to be known, so

that a certain person would not be put in

touch with someone else with a wrong type

of tape-recorder.

Dudley goes on to say that if there is sulfi-

cient interest in the Homes he would be

willing to try and obtain on loan, pre-

recorded tapes giving advice on such matters

as getting the right quality, microphone

technique, tape editing, outdoor recording,

trick recording and sound effects, and pro-

ducing feature tapes.

He also suggests possible afliliation to the

Federation ofBritish Tape Recording Clubs.

It would help both nationally and locally.

Many local tape-recording clubs already

help a great deal with hospital and home-

relay programmes,

As a means of introducing all members of

the Cheshire Homes Clubs to each other—-

if it is formed—Dudley puts forward the

idea of having a triple-play tape with a110-

cated spaces for each member (achieved by

means of timing tape), and sending it round

the whole membership.

He has various games and competitions

in mind that could be played once the club

had got started, and no doubt other mem-

bers would also have further ideas. We think

he has got something when he says that such

a club might uncover some of ‘the splendid

talent that abounds in quite a number ofthe

Homes’. A competition of mystery noises in

Cheshire Homes might be quite amusing; so

would a game of guessing the brand name

from part of a TV commercial. One can

imagine a great many possibilities.

It might even be possible, says Dudley, to

write and act a play in which all the indivi-

dual parts were pre-recorded in the homes

of members, and by good editing, spliced

together to form a whole.

A word of warning had better appear

here. Under the Copyright Act, 1956, it is an

Are you taped?   
infringement of copyright (ie you would be

breaking the law) to record a sound broad.

cast or TV programme, otherwise than fer

private purposes, without first obtaining the

permission of the copyright holder. It is also

an infringemwnt of copyright to re-record

gramophone records for private purposes or

otherwise. This includes records that are

part of broadcast programmes.

Anyone interested in tape-recording is

invited to write to Dudley V. Kitching,

Kenmore, Whitcliffe Lane, Cleckheaton,

Yorks.

  



   
' ' a bA I I

Gift of an Ambulance

In the summer of 1962 Mr. L. Joel, a Lon-

don Transport Inspector, offered his car to

the Dulwich Home; within a short time we

soon had a rota of drivers and cars. But one

big difficulty was taking residents out in

wheelchairs. We did hire an ambulance

sometimes but this proved to be very expen-

sive. So the Inspector soon realised that we

needed our own ambulance.

Under the name The Friends of the Lon-

don Cheshire Home Transport Group they

got together a Committee with a Chairman

(Mr. D. Tyler). Based at Brixton Bus Depot

they organized a bingo drive. They sold the

tickets to members and their friends of the

London Transport throughout Area 15 and

district.

Within 18 months they had raised

enough to get us our ambulance.

On the 6th March 1964 we were presented

with the ambulance by Mr. D. Tyler who

handed the keys to our Chairman, Mr. T. H.

Peace. Mr. Peace thanked them for all they

had done.

The Friends of the Transport Group have

set up a rota of drivers to drive the ambu-

lance, and this is proving to work out very

well.

The main features about the ambulance

are that it is a Commer vehicle, capable of

carrying 8 people, three wheelchairs, five

sitting, or taking out all the seats five wheel-

chairs. (This suits our needs). There is a

ramp which slides under the floor, this is

made of light alloy, two heaters, one at the

back and one at the front which keeps it
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warm on cold days when travelling. The

colour of the ambulance is pale yellow.

The residents would like to take this

opportunity to thank all the people who

have helped in getting us the ambulance and

putting it on the road.

R. NORMAN WHITELEY

 

White Fleet (U.K.) progress

Two or three notices have appeared in the

national press recently about the progress of

the United Kingdom White Fleet Project,

which will be part of an international move-

ment of ‘mercy task forces’ of ships aiming

to help the peoples of underdeveloped

countries. The 16,000-ton former UN.

Navy hospital ship, ‘Hope’, has been cruis-

ing in the Far East and at? South America

since 1960, doing medical relief, teaching

and research. The UK, organization,

headed by Group Captain Cheshire, has

been seeking a similar ship, and it is

rumoured that another U.S. ship may be

lent by the US. Government.

President Ayub Khan of Pakistan, whilst

in London for the Commonwealth Confer-

ence in July, said that he welcomed the plan

for such a voluntary hospital ship to go to

the Brahmaputra River in East Pakistan to

help promote public health and hygiene.

Medical services in the area have been

found to be inadequate, and in addition,

this and neighbouring regions in India are

subject to natural disasters such as cyclones

where at best thousands become homeless,

and public health amenities are severely

strained.

It is anticipated that the ship will go to

Singapore for an annual overhaul.

 

Bridlington ‘Wings of Raphael’

On Thursday, June 18th last, the annual

Garden Fete of the ‘Bridlington Wings of

Raphael‘ Support Group was held in the

rooms of the Black Lion Hotel. It was

planned to hold the fete in the grounds of

the Avenue Hospital but, unfortunately, the

weather was not suitable and these alterna-

tive arrangements had to be made.

We were very happy to welcome Group

Captain Cheshire on this his first visit to our

Group. The Group Captain was met by

Wing Commander W. E. Dunn who had

  



  

served with him at Driflield during the war

and a guard of honour was formed by mem-

bers of the Bridlington 252 Squadron Air

Training Corps. The Mayor and Mayoress

of Bridlington, Alderman and Mrs. W. S.

Wright, were also present.

The Group Captain said in his address

that peace was not just a matter for politi-

cians — it was a matter for all people and

helping someone in need was some contri-

bution to the peace and wellbeing of all the

world. He mentioned that the Bridlington

group was the first and, at present, the only

one in the country which supported the

Raphael settlement in Northern India. The

total amount raised at the fete was over

£150.

Sheepskins for Insulation

In the June issue of The Card appeared an

interesting article about medical sheepskins

and their uses in hospitals and at home.

Apparently these processed sheepskins,

clipped to a length of an inch, are very good

for preventing pressure sores. By their resili-

ence they help to distribute a person’s

weight evenly, and they are effective in

combating the three causes of sores — pres-

sure, friction and moisture. Trapped in each

fleeceis an insulating layer of air which keeps

people cool on a hot day and warm on a

cold night.

There seems to be only one small diffi-

culty, which is that care needs to be taken

with washing and drying so as to retain the

original qualities of the skins.

In addition to the full sheepskins costing

£4 25. 6d., one can get heelpads, rugs, cushi-

ons, and so on, presumably for considerably

less money, Particularly useful for wheel-

chair users are squares fastened to the tops

of foam rubber cushions to prevent con-

densation.

The skins can be obtained in this country

from Henry W. Bush & Co. Ltd., Kings-

way, Waddon Factory Estate, Croydon,

Surrey.

 

To Adopt or Not to Adopt

From: Wondering, Leicestershire

I was rather interested to read in the last

issue of ‘The Cheshire Smile’ that Support

Groups in at least two of the Homes have

  

 

  

decided to ‘adopt’ individual residents.

On the face of it, this looks to be a very

good idea, but when one looks a little deep.

er, I am inclined to ask, ‘Is it 7’

From the point of view of the persons

‘adopted’, it certainly gives them the feeling

of belonging to, and being wanted by, some.

one, which they otherwise might not have.

But, on the other hand, there might be other

residents in the same Home who are just as

much alone in the world, and who have not

been ‘adopted’. Will this not tend to make

them feel even more lonely and unwanted?

Surely, the whole idea of the Cheshire

movement is to create a family atmosphere

and a ‘one-for-all-and-all—for-one’ type of

comradeship, so is it right that groups

should risk breaking that solidarity by

singling out individuals for their attention?

I wonder? What do other readers think

about this point?

Can’t We Get Away from Disablement?

From: A Cheshire Homester

I have just been reading the summer issue

of the ‘Smile’. I think it is good, but — can

we never get away from the fact that we are

disabled? The great majority of the articles

stress this point. You can of course reply

that the magazine is for, and about, dis-

abled people. But I cannot help feeling that

you would have a more interesting maga-

zine if there were more articles of a wider

range.

What do other readers think?

  



 

Mission for the Relief of Suffering

Founders: Sue Ryder, O.B.E. and

Group Captain G. L. Cheshire, V.C., 0.5.0., D.l-'.C.

Out of the combined work of the Sue Ryder Forgotten Allies and the Cheshire

Foundation Homes for the Sick there has evolved the concept of an association—

or family—of separate and autonomous organisations. each devoted in its own

way to the relief of suffering, but all sharing the same ideals and principles. The

function of this Mission is, on the one hand. to strengthen its member—organisa-

tions by virtue of making them part of some larger entity. and, on the other

hand. to extend their opportunity of doing good by the possibility of joint and

concerted action. Application for membership from any charitable organisation

is always welcome.

The Raphael Settlements

As one step towards this goal. the Forgotten Allies and the Cheshire Homes

have pooled some of their resources and experience in order to establish a

series of International Settlements in different parts of the world, the primary

aims of these being:

(i) to supplement the work of the two Foundations by taking those

specialised cases which neither of them are able to admit;

(ii) to safeguard and develop the spirit of the Mission as a whole:

(iii) to test out new ideas.

Dehra Dun, U.P., India. (Tel. Dehra Dun 90])

Beautifully situated in the foothills of the Northern Himalayas, the first Raphael

is the Far Eastern Headquarters of the Mission. Beginning with only tents in

April I959, it today houses 96 leprosy patients, 50 mentally retarded children,

and 20 other children who, although fit, come from unsatisfactory home circum-

stances. Raphael is planned as a whole village of Homes for many different kinds

of people in need.

Hon. Sec.: Mrs. Ava Dhar.

Hon. Welfare Officer: Mrs. D. Rawlley.

Hydon Heath, Godalming, Surrey, England. (Tel. Hascombe 383)

More recently opened, the English Raphael provides accommodation for the

older age groups, and for married couples (both young and old) who might

otherwise be forced by their disabilities to separate. It will shortly have a l2-

bedded wing for the heavily disabled.

Warden: Lt.-Col. R. Taylor, M.B.E.

SUE RYDER FORGOTTEN ALLIES TRUST

Founder: Sue Ryder, O.B.E.

Hon. Adviser: Sir Eric Berthoud, K.C.M.G.

Personal Assistant: Count George Baworowski

Personal Secretary: Miss P. Bains

Secretaries: Miss M. Towers, Miss C. Brookes, Miss A. Grubb

Hon. Treasurers: S. Poole Esq., H. lnce Esq., T. Siddall Esq.

Hon. Medical Advisers: Dr. Grace Griffiths, M.B., M.R.C.P., Dr. M. Ryder, M.B.

Hon. Press Officer: J. Thurlby, Esq.
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All enquiries about Sue Ryder Forgotten Allies Trust should be made to

Sue Ryder Home, Cavendish, Suffolk. (Glemsford 252).

Following the relief work started in I945 in many camps, hospitals. and prisons

for the victims of Nazism, there is today still much individual case-work through-

out Germany, in addition to the following:

Sue Ryder Homes for Concentration Camp Survivors. Cavendish and

Melford, Suffolk. I40 Forgotten Allies are brought each year from the Continent

for a complete holiday and to join those permanently there.

Sue Ryder Home for Sick and Disabled Forgotten Allies, Hickleton Hall,

near Doncaster.

St. Christopher Settlement. Grossburgwedel, Hannover.

Secretary: Mr. Jerzy Neumann.

Eight homes and several flats, built mostly by international teams of volunteers

for those whose health is broken, and for others released from prison and in need

of rehabilitation and help.

St. Christopher Kreis. Berlinerstrasse. Frankfurt am.

Chairman: H.H. Princess Margaret ofHesse und bei Rhein.

Since I945, Sue Ryder has been personally responsible for the visiting, after-care,

and rehabilitation of the homeless boys of eight nationalities in German prisons.

Homes for the Sick in Poland

Chairman: Director Rabczynski. Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, Warsaw.

Prefabricated buildings. each containing forty beds and costing £7,000 are sent

from England to relieve the distress of the Forgotten Allies. Fourteen Homes

have been established at Konstancin, Zyrardow, Naleczow, Helenow, Pruszkow.

Radzymin, Bydgoscz, Zielona Gora, Gdynia and Gora Kalwaria, etc.

Homes for the Sick and Disabled in Jugoslavia

Chairman: Dr. Kraus. Ministry of Health. Belgrade.

Three Homes have been established for l20 patients on the outskirts of Belgrade,

and a further four Homes are at Pristina, Pec, Travnik and Kragvjevat.

Home for the Sick and Disabled in Greece

Chairman: Mr. Theologos. institute for Research and Development of Vocational

Rehabilitation of Disabled, Athens.

One Home has been established near Athens.

THE CHESHIRE FOUNDATION HOMES FOR THE SICK

Registered in accordance with the National Assistance Act I948

Caring for the incurable and homeless sick (mostly in the younger age-group).

they are autonomously run by local committees within the general aims and

principles of the Foundation. In each country there is a central trust which owns

all the properties, presides over the Homes, and is the source of the committees'

authority. Average number of patients when Home complete: thirty.
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United Kingdom

Patron: The Rt. Hon. The Lord Denning

Chairman: Sir Edmund Davies, LL.D.

Trustees:

G. L. Cheshire, V.C., D.S.O., D.F.C.,

Ryder Cheshire, O.B.E.,

Earl Ferrers,

H. E. Marking, Esq., M..C,

Dr. G. C. Cheshire, F.B.A., D.C. L. (Vice-Chairman),

Dame Mary Cheshire, DB. E.,

Mrs. M. M. Clark, J.P,

His Honour Judge Rowe Harding,

Miss C. E Morris, M...,BE

Group Capt.

Mrs. Sue

R. G. Emmett, Esq., The

The Lady St. Levan, J.P,

B. Richards, Esq.,

W. W. Russell, Esq., The Lord Sinclair, M...VO (Managing Trustee), Dr. Margaret

Agerholm, M.A.

Secretary: Miss E. Mayes

Personal Assistant: Miss E. Evans

Hon. Medical Adviser: Dr. Basil Kiernander. M.R.C.P.

Hon. Treasurers: J. R. Handscomb, Esq., R. G. Emmett, Esq.

Enquiries to: 7 Market Mews, London, W.l. (GROsvenor 2665)

Alne Hall, Alne, York

*Amersham, Bucks ..

Ampthill Park House, near Bedford.

Athol House, London Cheshire Home at

Dulwich, l38 College Road, S.E. l9

Cann House, Tamerton Foliot. Plymouth,

Devon

Carnsalloch House, Kirkmahoe, Dumfries

Coomb, Llanstephan Carmarthenshireu .

Cotswold Cheshire Home,Overton Road,

Cheltenham, Glos. . .. . .

Danybryn, Radyr, Glamorgan ..

Dolywern, Pontfadog, Wrexham, Denbighshire

Greathouse, Kington Langley, Chippenham,

Wiltshire

Greenhill House, TImsbury, nearBathSomer-

set .

The Grove, East Carleton, Norfolk, Nor. 94W

Heatherley, Effingham Lane, Copthorne, Craw-

ley, Sussex

The Hill, Sandbach, Cheshire .

Holme Lodge, Julian Road, West BridngId.

Nottingham

Honresfeld, Blackstone Edge Road, Littlebor-

ough, Lancs.

Hovenden House, FleetSpaldihg, Lincolnshire

Kenmore, Whitclif‘ie Road, Cleckheaton, York~

shire

Lake District Cheshire Home, Holehird,

Windermere, Westmorland” .

Le Court, Liss, Hampshire

Llanhennock Cheshire Home, Caerleon, Mon.

Marske Hall, near Redcar, Yorkshire .

Mayfield House, East Trinity Road Edinburgh 5

Mote House, Mote Park, Maidstone, Kent

St. Anthony's, West Midland Cheshire Home,

Stourbridge Road, Wolverhampton, Staffs...
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Tel. Noe.

Ofl'ice Residents

Tollerton 295

Ampthill 3247 3 I73

Gipsy Hill 3740 6770

Plymouth 7l742 72645

Dumfries I624 2742

Llanstephan 292 3 IO

Cheltenham 52569 —

Radyr 237

Giynceiriog 303 —

Kington Langley 235

Timsbury S33

Mulbarton 279

Copthorne 2670

Sandbach 566

Nottingham 89002

Littleborough 88627

Hoibeach 3037

Cleckheaton 2904

Windermere 2500

Blackmoor 364

Caerleon 545

Redcar 2672

Granton 2037

Maidstone 879] l

Wombourn 3056

327

2735

508

88065|

2724

387

229

873l7



Tel. No. .

Office Residents

St. Bridget’s, The Street East Preston, West

Sussex Rustington 3988

St. Cecilia's, Sundridge Avenue. Bromley, Kent Ravensbourne 8377 7l79

St. Teresa'5. Long Rock. Penzance, Cornwall Marazion 336 365

Seven Rivers, Great Bromley, Colchester. Essex Ardleigh 345 463

*Sheffield

Spol’lorth Hall, near Harrogate, Yorkshire Spofforth 284 287

Staunton Harold, Ashby--dela-Zouch

Leicestershire. . Melbourne 7| 387

*Sutton Coldfield ..

White Windows, Sowerby Bridge. York-

shire Halifax 8l98| 82l73

Mental Rehabilitation Hostels

Miraflores, [54 Worple Road Wimbledon.

S.W.20 Wimbledon 5058

Gaywood, 30 The Downs. Wimbledon.S.W.20 Wimbledon 9493

3/5 Old Nichol Street, Bethnal Green, E.2.

Homes for Mentally Handicapped Children

Hawthorn Lodge, Hawthorne Road, Dor-

chester, Dorset .. Dorchester I403

The Green, Christleton, near Chester

Eire

Ardeen, Shillelagh, Co. Wicklow Shillelagh 8

St. Laurence Cheshire Home, near Dunkettle, Cork

India.

Trustees: T. N. Jagadisan. J. A. K. Martyn, O.B.E. (Managing Trustee),

Sir Dhiren Mitra, Col. L. Sawhny, Admiral G. B. Madden, Major Gen.

Virendra Singh (Chairman), P. S. Maller (Treasurer), V. l. Taraporevala (Hon. Legal

AdVIser

Enquiries)ta: P.O. Box 518, Calcutta

Anbu Nilayam, Covelong, Madras.

Banarsidas Chandiwala Swasthya Sadan, Kalkaji. New Delhi.

Bethlehem House, near Vinayalaya. Andheri, Bombayy.

Cheshire Home, Rustam Bagh Estate, H.A.L. Post, Bangalore, l7.

*Cheshire Home, Baroda.

>:‘Cheshire Home, Burnpur.

*Cheshire Horne, Mangalore.

*Cheshire Home. Tirichirapolli.

Cheshire Home, 3 Lothian Road, Poona.

Govind Bhawan, l6 Pritam Road, Dehra Dun, U.P.

Shanti Rani House,l3 Upper Strand Road, Serampore, West Bengal (the Calcutta

Home).

Vishranthi Illam, Katpadi Township, North Arcot, Madras State

(for burnt-out leprosy patients).

Rustomji P. Patel Cheshire Home, Sundernagar, Jamshedpur, nr. Tatanager,

.Bihar (for crippled children).

Ceylon

Cheshire Home, Wester Seaton Farm, Negombo, Colombo.

Ethiopia

Cheshire Home, P.O. B. 3427, Addis Ababa (for mentally retarded children)-

Hong Kong

Hoi Sgin (Stagr of the Sea), Chum-Hom-Kok, nr. Stanley.

Jordan

Chairman of the Trustees: The Rt. Rev. Mgr. Nameh Simaan, V.G.

The Cheshire Horne. P.O. B. lOO, Bethlehem (far crippled children)

Amman, Box No. l7l0.

Kenya

*Mombasa

*Nairobi

Overseas Homes are generally known by the names shown in bold letters.
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Malaysia

Chairman of Governors: The Hon. Mr. Justice Tan Ah Tah.

Hon. Secretary: Mrs. F. A. L. Morgan.

Hon. Treasurer: H. K. Franklin. Esq., A.C.A.

Enquiries to lab Chulia Street, Singapore (Tel. 932l0).

Johore Cheshire Home, Jalan Larkin. Johore Bahru.

Telok Paku, 398a Nicoll Drive, Changi. Singapore l7.

Rumah, ’Amal Cheshire. Selangor, Kuala Lumpur.

Mauritius

Cheshire Home, Tamarin (for crippled childrEN)

Morocco

Patron: H.E. The Princess Lalla Fatima.

Chairman: Mme. J. M. Cherifa d'Ouezzane.

Dar el Hanna, 3 Place des Aloes. Marshan, Tangier (for crippled children)- 
Papua and New Guinea, Territory of

Cheshire Home, Box |058, Boroko, Port Moresby (for mentally retarded children)

Nigeria

Chairman of Trustees: Federal Chief Justice Sir Adetokunbo Ademola.

Oluyole Cheshire Home, c/o Mr. Chukura, P.M. Box 68l, lbadan.

Cheshire Home. Enugu.

Lagos, I77 Agege Motor Road, Mushin.

Obiomo Cheshire Home, 6 Onwenu Street, Port Harcourt.

(all for crippled children)

Portugal

Lar Da Boa Vontade, Rue Candido dos Reis, 38 Oeiras (near Lisbon).

Sierra Leone

Chairman of Trustees: The Chief Justice, Sir Salako Benka-Coker.

Sir Milton Cheshire Home, Bo.

Cheshire Home, Freetown.

(both for crippled children)

Thailand

*The Cheshire Home, Bangkok.

‘ln Preparation

Overseas Homes are generally known by the names shown in bold letters.

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Annual Rate—65. (post free)

If you would like to receive The Cheshire Smile regularly, please

fill in your name and address below and post this form, with a

remittance for 65. to The Treasurer, The Cheshire Smile, Le Court,

Liss. Hants.

(N.B.—-Receipts are sent only on request.) 
Mr./Mrs./Miss
 

 

 

(Please use capitals)

I wish to commence with the .issue.

All c eques, P. .5. etc.,

to be made payable to

Date...“_............_.Me........._............m...__. THE CHESHIRE SMILE 10/3

   

  



THIS is an advance notice of Changes that are

to be made in the size and price ofthe

magazine With the March issue. we shall be

introducing the ‘Smile' in an enlarged and

more attractive format. which will. we think.

enable us to present much more efi‘ectively

the work of the ever-expanding Cheshire

Foundation in the UK. and overseas.

At the same time. we shall be raising the

price from ls. to Is. 6d. per copy. It should

be noted that this is the first increase since

1956, when the magazine was still a dupli-

cated affair with only a 1.000 circulation.

How many otherjournals have kept their

price stationary over the same period!

The subscription rate (to anywhere in the

world) will be raised as from the December

1964 issue to 7s. 6d a year, post free. All

current subscriptions, paid for at the lower

rate, will be honoured, until the subscribers

have received their four issues. It may be

easier for many people to take out in the

future a three-year subscription for 2 l 5.

(again post free). Others may find it more

convenient to make out a ‘Bankers' Order

for the remittance to be sent regularly to our

bank ( Barclays, Petersfield. Hunts) every

year without any bother to themselves.

It has always been our policy to allow a

discount (ld. in the 15,. or 8}; ‘30) on bulk

orders from the Homes. the discount to be

channelled to the Residents' Welfare Fund

as an inducement for them to boost sales as

much as possible. Along with the other

changes, we are stepping up slightly the rate

ot‘discount to 12; 730 (on all orders of 12 or

over) from the March issue onwards, This

will mean 25. 3d. on every 12 ordered.

Printed by The Southern Publishing Co. Ltd., Argus House, North Street, Brigham—P2510
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 Garden Fete 20th June 1964

 

Sandbach

Residents and Visitors at The Hill
:

  

 


